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EVANGELISM SUMMIT 2022 

9 a.m. Opening Worship 

9:25 

Fresh Expression - Dinner Church as Evangelism 

Jon Davis 

9:45 

Neighboring as Evangelism 

Kissa Vaughn 

10:05 

Multi-Cultural Witness as Evangelism 

Ryan Barnett, Tynna Dixon, Gabe Dominguez 

10:25 

Sports Ministry as Evangelism 

John White 

10:40-11:00 
Networking Break 
(Please wear mask in common areas) 

11 

Small Town Evangelism and Outreach 

Amy Anderson 

11:20 

Evangelism Summit 2022 KEYNOTE – Part 1 

Matt Reynolds 

Noon-12:00 Lunch Break Sponsored by Gloo 

1 p.m. 

Evangelism in Hispanic Ministry 

Armando Alvarado, Jesus and Lili Molina 

1:25 

Felt Needs Targeted Evangelism 

Shea Reyenga 

1:45 

Preschool Engagement for Evangelism 

Beth Evers 

2:10 

Evangelism Summit 2022 KEYNOTE – Part 2 

Matt Reynolds 

2:50-3 p.m. 
Networking Break 
(Please wear mask in common areas) 

3-3:30

Closing Worship and Communion: Christ Magnified 
Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr. 
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EVANGELISM SUMMIT 2022 

KEYNOTE

SPEAKER 

Matt Reynolds is the President and Founder of 

Spirit & Truth, a Wesleyan-minded renewal 

ministry aimed at equipping local churches to 

become more empowered by the Spirit, rooted 

in the truth, and mobilized for the mission. 

Spirit & Truth (spiritandtruth.life) offers hands- 

on training in evangelism and discipleship, online 

resources like Firebrand Magazine, as well as 

opportunities for global partnership.  

In addition to leading Spirit & Truth, Matt 

currently serves as one of the pastors at 

Stillwater Church in Dayton, Ohio. He has served 

in local church ministry for about 17 years. Matt 

has a degree in mechanical engineering, an 

M.Div. from Asbury Theological Seminary, and a

doctoral degree from United Theological

Seminary with an emphasis on evangelism and

church renewal. Matt lives in Tipp City, Ohio with

his wife, Heidi, and their three boys, Nolan,

Grady and Jonathan.
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FRESH EXPRESSION – DINNER CHURCH 
Jon Davis, PhD 
The Rev. Jon Davis, PhD is an Episcopal priest, church planter, teacher and worship leader.    He 
is on staff with Fresh Expressions as a mission strategist and is launching some Fresh Expression 
gatherings through the Abbey Mission in a NE suburb of 
Orlando. jon@freshexpressionsus.org 

NEIGHBORING AS EVANGELISM 
Kissa Vaughn 
Rev. Kissa Vaughn is the pastor at Grace UMC in Copperas Cove where she has served the 
last 8 years. Kissa is a cradle Methodist and grew up serving in the local church. She felt a 
call to ministry in high school and after some discussions with God accepted that call after 
college at Oklahoma City University. She got her seminary degree from Perkins School of 
Theology and served churches in Arkansas and the Central Texas Conference. Kissa is 
married to Doug, who is an ordained Deacon and teaches high school math. They have two 
children, Hamilton (12) and Madison (6). She is a gourmet cook, loves HGTV and watching 
college football and basketball. Kissa is passionate about helping people live out the great 
commandment to love God and neighbor. 

MULTI-CULTURAL EVANGELISM AND OUTREACH 
Ryan Barnett, Tynna Dixon and Gabe Dominguez 

First United Methodist of Waco made the decision to pursue multi-ethnic ministry, which 

reflects our desire to be a church of the whole city. It comes from a strong theological 

conviction: we think the church on earth should reflect the church in heaven. We know every 

soul in our city is of infinite worth to Jesus and we want to see as many saved as possible. 

SPORTS MINISTRY AS EVANGELISM 
John White, PhD 

John is the Harold and Dottie Riley Associate Professor of Practical Theology and Ethics. He is also 

the Director of the Faith and Sports Institute at Baylor’s Truett Seminary. He has worked in local 

churches and served with parachurch sports ministries teaching and leading on evangelism and 

discipleship. 

mailto:jon@freshexpressionsus.org
https://www.baylor.edu/truett/index.php?id=963939
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EVANGELISM IN HISPANIC MINISTRY 
Armando Alvarado, Lead Pastor New Riverside UMC / Fort Worth has a Masters of 
Divinity- Certificate in Hispanic Ministries from SMU-Perkins School of Theology. Armando 
believes that the great thing about being part of God's ministry is being able to meet 
people and experience life together. 

 

Jesus Molina and Lidia Tolza 
Students at Perkins School of Theology and originally from Venezuela, Jesus and Lili moved to the 

United States four years ago. They pastor the Alpha service at First UMC Waxahachie and have recently 

started a second worship service at First UMC Grapevine. 

SMALL TOWN EVANGELISM AND OUTREACH 
Amy Anderson 
Rev. Amy Anderson has served FUMC Mart and its community since November 2016. When asked 
what she is most passionate about in ministry, her answer is: "evangelism, pastoral care, and 
children's ministry." Amy is the proud mother of a daughter and son, and their significant others. 
But equal to her passion for building the Kingdom is her calling to be "Momo" to Brooklynn, Boone, 
Beau, Sadie and Sterling. 

FELT NEEDS EVANGELISM 
Shea Reyenga 
Shea was born and raised in the Hoosier State; baptized at Topeka UMC in the heart of 
Amish country; completed 10 years of 4-H; and played basketball and tennis growing up in 
addition to being an avid sports fan. He moved to Texas with his family about 18 years ago 
and completed his undergraduate degree at Baylor University where he studied scripture, 
theology, and church history. His call to pastoral ministry came during his time at Baylor 
(Sic’em Bears!). Shea went to Perkins for seminary to study under the late Dr. William "Billy" 
J. Abraham. May he rest in glory. Before serving as the Lead Pastor for Bethesda in 
Weatherford, Shea served the communities of Grand Prairie, Stephenville, Southlake, and 
Mansfield. He's blessed to be married to the love of his life, Lindsey Kay. They've been 
married ten years and are the parents of two sons, Max (4) and Leo (2 mo). 

PRESCHOOL ENGAGEMENT AS EVANGELISM 
Beth Evers 
Beth Evers has served as the pastor of University United Methodist Church in Fort Worth 
since 2012. Her passion is to help people experience the transforming love of Jesus Christ 
through worship, relationships, and mission. She loves trying new things and isn’t afraid of 
change. Beth is one of those rare people who actually likes meetings (but not coffee), 
planning and order, yet appreciates the beautiful chaos of church. 
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LEADING
WORSHIP
Our Worship today at the Evangelism 
Summit is led by Jenna Del Cristo, Richie 
Del Christo, Jr., Jon Reich, Jeff Hulbert, 
and Michael Thornton. They in their own 
words are “a band of servants from 
Central Texas that God brought together 
to worship Hi, that He might be glorified, 
His church might be revived, and the 
world might come to know Him.

SHARE TODAY’S PRESENTATIONS 
Want to share one or all of these presentations with your Church Council or ministry teams?  
Videos of each presentation will be available at ctcumc.org/ES22-Videos approximately 
a week following today’s event. 

If your church leadership would like to have 
a consultation with the Smith Center for 
Evangelism, Mission, and Church, please 
reach out to Dr. Leah Hidde-Gregory at 
leahhidde-gregory@ctcumc.org. 

The Smith Center for Evangelism, Mission, and  
Church Growth (CEMCG) exists to help the local 
churches of the Central Texas Conference reach 
people we are not already reaching. 
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RECLAIMING EVANGELISM
If a new restaurant came to town and you discovered the very best 
chicken fried steak meal of your life, what would your response be? This 
steak is perfectly battered, deliciously seasoned and so tender you could 
cut it with a fork. The mashed potatoes next to it are light and fluffy and 
the green beans were the right combination of cooked and crisp. The gravy 
was pure heaven. And the moment you think the meal could not get 
better, a delicious piece of chocolate cake arrives at the table. After this 
amazing experience, do you just go home and tell no one? Or do you post 
about it on social media, text your best friend, call you mom? Most folks 
would want to share their experience at this new restaurant. We share 
things all the time that enrich our lives, yet we sometimes find it hard to 
share about the work God is doing in our life. 

Evangelism has become a taboo word, both within and outside the church. 
According to a recent Barna Group study “A startling six in 10 Americans 
believe that any ‘attempt to convert others’ to one’s own faith is 
‘extreme.’ A majority of US adults, and the vast majority of non-religious 
adults (83%), believe that evangelism is religiously extreme.” While that can 
be seen as bad news, Barna also reports that 54% of those same non-
religious adults, would welcome a conversation about Jesus Christ. 

When done poorly, coercive evangelism can do harm, but done well, after the 
example of Christ found in scripture, Evangelism is a lifeline to a broken and 
hurting world. 

Evangelism is following in the footsteps of Christ, carrying out his work to 
the world as commanded in the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20) 
The English word evangelism is not so much a translation as a modified 
transliteration of the Greek word euangelion, which is composed of two 
parts: the preposition eu, meaning “good” (as in euphoria or euphemism); 
and the root angelos, meaning “angel” or “messenger.” The content of 
evangelism is the gospel, the euangelion, the good news. The one who 
brings good news, the messenger, is an evangelist, a euangelistēs.  

Jesus brought a message of good news, the euangelion. The first mention 
of Jesus’s message, depicted in the earliest Gospel, precisely uses this 
word: “Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the 
good news [euangelion] of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news’” 
(Mark 1:14–15). The word euangelion occurs twice in this encapsulation of 
Jesus’s vocation: Jesus proclaimed the good news of God (to euangelion 
tou theou) and told people to “repent, and believe in the good news” 
(metanoeite kai pisteuete en tō evangelic).1 

As a church, we must reclaim our evangelistic work. If we do not offer the 
good news to this world, how will the next generation come to know the 
life transforming power of Jesus Christ? If we don’t offer Christ, who will? 
If we don’t tell the story, how will it be told? (1) 

Evangelism is our sharing and 
inviting others to experience the 
good news that God loves us and 
invites us into a transforming 
relationship through which we are 
forgiven, receive new life, and are 
restored to the image of God, which 
is love. – Knight and Powe1

 

“Evangelism is one beggar 
telling another beggar where to 
get bread.”- 
D.T. Niles

“Evangelism is bringing 
people to Christ and bringing 
to people” –  
attributed to many 
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BASICS OF CHRISTIAN EVANGELISM & 
DISCIPLESHIP 

   Based upon the work of H. Eddie Fox and George E. Morris 

   Cokesbury’s Faith-Sharing New Testament with Psalms2 

What is a Christian? 
A Christian is a person who believes that the living God is revealed in and through Jesus Christ, who accepts Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Savior, who lives in obedient communion with God through the power of the Holy Spirit and who takes his or her place 
in the community of Christ’s church. (Acts 11:26, John 1:1-5, 14-18, John 14:18-11, Hebrews 1:1-3) 

Who is Jesus Christ? 
The word Christ comes from the Greek word that means “anointed” and is comparable to the Hebrew word Messiah. Jesus 
is the Christ because in Christ “all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,” and through Christ “God was pleased to 
reconcile to himself all things” (Colossians 1:15-20). The people of God in the Old Testament looked forward to a promised 
Messiah who would establish reign of justice, love, and peace for the whole world. Jesus is the Messiah. (Acts 3:13 -19; Acts 
10:36-43; Acts 4:11-12; Colossians 1:15-20; John 1:1-5, 14-18; John 14:8-11) 

Who is the Holy Spirit? 
The Holy Spirit proceeds from and is one in being with God the Father and the Son, Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit convinces  
the world of sin, the righteousness, and of judgment. The Spirit leads human beings through faithful response to the gospel 
into the fellowship of the church. The Spirit comforts, sustains, and empowers believers and guides them in their pursuit of 
truth. (John 3:1-10, Romans 8:1-17, John 4:1-30, Acts 1:6-8; 2:1-13; 32-39, John 14:14-29, 1 Corinthians: 3:16; 12:13, John 
15:26-27, 1 Thessalonians 5:19, John 16:12-15, John 20:19-23) 

What is the Invitation to Christian Discipleship? 
All people are invited by God to repent, to trust and follow Jesus Christ, to learn from his words and deed, and to share in his 
mission through the power of the Holy Spirit and in company with other Christians. (Mark 1:16-20, Revelation 3:20, John 
20:21-22, Matthew 11:28-30, Acts 1:8) 

What is the Mission of Jesus Christ? 
To proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God, to call people to “see” the kingdom, to repent, to “enter” the kingdom, 
and to live obediently in the kingdom. (Mark 1:14-15, John 1:1-21) 

What is the kingdom of God? 
The kingdom of God is God’s active and sovereign reign over all creation, over all that God has made. It is a new order of 
things where antagonisms between peoples, nations, sexes, races, and generations are overcome and a new environment of 
justice, love, freedom, and peace prevails. Only those persons who turn from their sin and accept Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Lord can fully “see” and “enter” the kingdom of God. In the end, God’s reign will be acknowledged by all when God judges 
the whole human race through Christ. (Luke 11:1-4, Revelation 4:11, 1 Corinthians 15:24-28, Matthew 25:31-46; 13:24-33, 
Mark 1:14-15, Philippians 2:5-11) 

What is sin? 
Sin is the condition of estrangement from God that affects the whole human race and results in rebellion against God and 
God’s kingdom. This rebellion leads to bondage. Sins are specific actions as well as a condition that causes us to deny the  
presence, purpose, and reign of God. (Romans 3:9-18, 7:13-20, Psalm 51) 

What is the good news (gospel/evangel)? 
The good news is that God has acted decisively and uniquely in Jesus Christ to deal with our sinful condition. God has acted 
to save us by offering us love, grace, forgiveness, acceptance, and new life in Christ. (John 3:16-17, Acts 10:36-43, 2 
Corinthians 5:17) 

What is grace? 

Grace is God’s sovereign love and unmerited favor to all. It is initiated by God and freely given to underserving and ungodly. 
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What is salvation? 
Salvation is the forgiveness of our sin, deliverance from bondage, and the gift of new life in Christ. It is a process that begins 
now, gives victory over sin and death, and is completed with God in heaven. (Mark 2:1-5, 10:28-31, 45; Romans 5:5-21; 2 
Corinthians 5:18-21) 

What is repentance? 

Repentance is turning away from sin and toward God. It is the turning of one’s total life toward the total will of God. It is a response 
to God’s initiative and grace. (Psalm 51:1-14; Luke 3:1-14; 15:17-20) 

What is Christian Faith? 

Christian faith is a centered, personal, relational response to God that involves trust and obedience. Faith in Jesus Christ is 
trusting that through him alone, God gives us eternal life. (Acts 16:29-31, James 2:14-26, Ephesians 2:4-10, 2 Corinthians 4:3) 

How are we reconciled to God? 
We are reconciled (justified) when we accept God’s forgiveness of our sin in Christ Jesus and when we, through the grace of 
God, become God’s children. God restores us to a right relationship. God does this on the basis of what Jesus Christ has  
done for us in death and resurrection and on the basis of our faith. We are put right when God forgives our sin, accepts us, 
declares us to be God’s children. (Romans 5:1-2; 8:1, 1 Corinthians 1:26-31) 

What is Assurance? 
Assurance of salvation is given to us in the Bible, by the inner witness of the Holy Spirit, by the evidence in words and deeds, 
and through the inspiration, support, and encouragement of our brothers and sisters in the fellowship of the church. (John 
10:27-30; 2 Timothy 2:11-13; Romans 8:14-17, 31-39; Hebrews 10:23-25; Galatians 5:19-23; 1 John 1:5-2:6) 

What are the marks of a Christian? 

They show the fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
But, the greatest of all marks is love. (1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13, Galatians 5:22-26, 1 John 3:11-24) 

What is the church of Jesus Christ? 

The church of Jesus Christ is a worldwide community of all those who have been called into being by God and who live under 
the lordship of Jesus Christ. Every church is a local outpost of the worldwide community of believers. (Matthew 16:13- 20, 
Romans 1:6, John 17:18-23, 1 Corinthians 1:9; 12:12-31) 

What is a local United Methodist Church? 
Local Methodist congregations have an evangelistic, nurturing, serving, and witnessing responsibility for their membership, 
community, and the entire world. (Matthew 25:26-30; 28:16-20; Acts 1:6-8; 1 Corinthians 11:17-26; Mark 14:22-2; Ephesians 

4:7-16; Luke 22:14-23) 

What are the distinctive features of the Methodist Movement? 
► An importance of blending knowledge with vital piety, a quickened mind with a warmed evangelistic heart.

► The importance of shared leadership (lay and clergy) in the life and mission of the church.
► The importance of blending personal commitment with social responsibility; Methodists have always held that the

purpose of Christian conversion is not only to get one’s soul ready for heaven, but also to taste the first fruits of
heaven through a life of justice, love, and mercy in this world.

► The importance of hymn singing in worship and in teach Christian truth.

► The importance of blending, preaching, and testifying with sacramental worship.

► The importance of expressing gratitude for God’s grace by rendering unselfish service.

► The development of congregations into smaller groups for Christian discipleship, pastoral care, and fellowship.

► The importance of blending faith and practice.

► The importance of a connectional system that links local congregations to districts, to conferences, and to the
worldwide fellowship.

Who is welcomed as a member of a United Methodist Church? 
All people who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and who accept the challenge to serve him in the life of the church 
and the world are welcome as full members. If not already baptized, those seeking membership will be baptized before 
being received as full members. 
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ESSENTIALS OF FAITH SHARING 
Based upon the work of H. Eddie Fox and George E. Morris 

Cokesbury’s Faith-Sharing New Testament with Psalms2 

Who is responsible for sharing faith with others? 
Each Christian is called to be a witness to Christ in the particular situation in which he or she lives. Each disciple of Jesus 
Christ is called to declare the wonderful deeds of Christ. ( 1 Peter 2:9-10) 

What are the primary concerns in effective witnessing? 
Most persons become disciples of Christ because of the testimony, deeds, and encouragement of someone they trust. 
Therefore, two primary concerns of the faith-sharer are: (1) knowing and experiencing the basics and (2) building a genuine 
relationship of care and trust with the other person. 

What are some essential principles that guide us in witnessing? 
► The person witnessing must clear regarding his or her purpose. Our initial responsibility is to love the other person

even as we have been loved by God. Our ultimate purpose is to share the gospel, to offer Christ out of love for the
person in obedience to the command of Christ in the Great Commission.

► Faith-sharing must be grounded in prayer: to pray for someone is to deeply love the other person. When we talk to
God about persons, we will talk with persons about God.

► In sharing faith, listening opens the door to speaking. Listening to God is an essential in prayer and listening to
others is a requirement in witnessing. Testimony begins not in our speaking, but in our hearing. Genuinely loving
and caring for others and hearing their story precedes our telling our faith story. The faith-sharer prays, “O Lord,
make me a good listener.”

► The witness takes both the person and the person’s environment seriously. Faith-sharing always begins by genuinely
caring for the person, and much as possible and appropriate, entering into the person’s situation. This is precisely
what Jesus did. He spoke to people in their language and with their symbols. He spoke of salt, soil, seeds, flowers,
birds, foxes, shepherds and sheep, bread and wine. Jesus took seriously each person and used language
appropriate to the individual and to the individual’s situation. To fishermen, he said, “Follow me and I will make you
fish for people.” (Mark 1:17) to the woman at the well, “Those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be
thirsty (John 4:7-15). In witnessing, an essential principle is to start where the other person is in his or her
experience.

► To do the mission of Christ, one must have the mind of Christ. “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.”
(Philippians 2:5)

► In sharing a testimony, it is better to expose our vulnerability than to pretend invulnerability. We do not have to pose
as authorities on religion. It is okay to say, “I don’t know.” God is far more interested in our availability than our ability.
We do not trust the method, but rather the power of the Holy Spirit to use our honest sharing of faith.

► In faith-sharing we do not tell people why or what they should believe; we share why and what we believe.
Especially when we share the One in whom we trust.

► A witness refrains from being judgmental, accusative, or defensive. A witness tells what he or she has seen,
knows, or has experienced. In faith-sharing, one is committed to sharing the good news of Christ with others.

► Witnessing is most effective when it is done in the first person. It is better to make “I” statements than “You”
statements. That is, one does not say “You ought to…” or “You should…” Instead, say, “for me” or “In Christ, I have.”1

What are some important points in giving a personal testimony? 
► What Jesus Christ means to me.
► What my life was like before accepting Jesus Christ.
► How I became aware that I needed Christ and how Christ means my very basic need.
► Who influenced me most to accept Christ as my Lord and Savior?
► How I came to trust Christ Jesus as my Lord and Savior.

► How I discovered ways of serving in the name of Jesus in the world.
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What is a graceful pattern for inviting a person to receive Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior? 
As the Holy Spirit works in the life of the witness and also in the life of the other person, it is necessary for the person 
witnessing to be always alter to the opportunity to offer Christ, to share the good news, and to invite the other person to respond. 
The following is a graceful pattern for sharing the good news and assisting person sin receiving Christ. 
 
Grace 
Helping a person become aware of God’s grace for all people and God’s continuing desire for a relationship of wholeness with 
humanity and creation is a significant step toward establishing a relationship with God. Helping a person discover that God’s 
grace is for all (even me) is a major step toward “being saved.” 

► God’s Grace in Christ Jesus is for ALL 
► God’s Grace in Creation 
► God’s Grace in Redemption 
► God’s Grace in Hope 

Scriptural Reference: Matthew 11:28-30, Luke 15, John 3:16-17, Acts 10:36-43, Romans 5:6-8, 2 Cornithians 5:17, 

Ephesians 2:4-10 
 

Reconciliation, Repentance and Restoration through Grace 
Helping persons to discover the reality of sin and its resulting bondage is an important step toward repenting or turning 
away from sin. It is from a profound sense of need that people cry out to the God of grace. Our basic alienation is the 
result of endeavoring to live without God. The tragedy is that we have become what God in creation intended us to be. 
Wesleyan Christians believe that the image of God was damaged, defiled, distorted and disfigured because of sin – but not 
totally destroyed. A significant step in responding in trust is the realization of one’s sin and subsequent repenting of that sin. 

► Recognizing and Repenting of Sin 
► Receiving Salvation in Christ 
► Responding in Trust 
► Reconciling Grace - being put right through the acts of Jesus Christ 

Scriptural Reference: Psalm 51, Mark 1:15, Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 3:5, James 4:1-3 
 

Awareness and Acceptance of God’s Grace 
Helping persons come to accept God’s forgiveness is a key part of the process of being saved. Through Christ the grace of  
God is accessible to all. The work of atonement (at-one-ment), made possible through the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, is for the whole world. Through the acceptance of grace, we can know forgiveness of sin and experiences God’s 
act of grace in our lives in the restoration of the image of God in our lives. 

► Accepting God’s Forgiveness 
► Acknowledging Christ Jesus as Lord and Savior 
► Assurance Through the Witness of the Holy Spirit 
► Awareness of the Continuing Grace of God 

Scriptural Reference: Matthew 26:28, Acts 4:14, Romans 5:1; 8:31-9, 2 Corinthians 5:14-18, Colossians 2:11-15, 

Philippians 2:5-11, James 2:14-26, 1 Peter 2:24; 3:18, 1 John 2:1-2 
 

Assurance 
Closely related to accepting the seeker take this step of acceptance is helping the seeker to experience the assurance of  
being in right relationship with God. Here the Holy Spirit bears witness with the human heart that we are forgiven. 
Through the Spirit, love lives in our hearts and is reflected in our lives. Through the witness of the Holy Spirit, we can 
know that we are accepted by God. The source of Christian Assurance is rooted in these scriptures. 

Scriptural Reference: John 5:24; 6:37; Romans 10:9-10; Colossians 1:21-23b; 1 John 1:9; Romans 8:14-16; 2 Cornithians 

1:22; 2 Timothy 1:12; 1 John 3:18-19; 24 
 

Committing to Trust in Christ 
In order to appropriate the benefits of Christ’s atoning work in grace, the faith-sharer helps each person by faith to 
confess Christ Jesus as Lord and Savior. Although God’s saving grace is intended for all, it is not irresistible. We are 
created in the image of God with the freedom of choice, and God will not violate our nature, even to save us. We cannot 
redeem ourselves. God alone is the giver of grace and salvation, and by the grace of God we may choose to accept the gift 
of salvation, or we may refuse to accept the gift when it is offered. 
The faith sharer helps a seeker confess their faith in Christ. We seek to help persons put trust in Christ and receive him. 
(John 3:6 and John 1:12) 

► Confessing Faith in Christ Jesus 
► Committing to the Way to Christ  
► Continuing the Walk with Christ 
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Ways to Welcome New People 
Lewis Center of Church Leadership3 

www.churchleadership.com/50-ways/50-ways-to-welcome-new-people 

1. Teach that hospitality is at the core of the Gospel. 
2. Teach your congregation to honor Christ in everyone and that God seeks to be in relationship with ALL persons. 
3. Convey a clear invitation and a statement of welcome in all communications directed at the external community — 

advertisements, banners, flyers, website, etc. 
4. Know that 40 percent of visitors make up their mind about a church before they even see the pastor, according to 

Barna Research. Within two minutes of the beginning of a service, visitors have formed an opinion about whether the 
congregation is friendly. 

5. Care for your building and grounds as a way of honoring your attendees and honoring God. 
6. Have clear exterior and interior signage that guides visitors everywhere they need to go. 
7. Make your nursery clean, safe, sanitary, well-equipped, and visually appealing to children and their parents. 
8. Make sure your restrooms and neat and clean. 
9. Station greeters at all entrances, in classroom areas, and in the parking lot or entry walks, if appropriate. 
10. Encourage friendly, out-going persons with the gift of “hospitality” to serve as greeters and ushers. Don’t expect that 

just anyone can do these jobs well. Provide regular training that helps them see the church through a visitor’s eyes. 

11. Escort newcomers to the nursery, classrooms, coffee bar, etc. Don’t just point the way or give directions. 

12. Adopt the “rule of three,” which says members will not talk to other members in the first three minutes following the 
service — typically how long it takes guests to exit. 

13. Enact the “circle of ten” rule — that each member will greet anyone, member or guest, who comes within ten feet of  them. 
14. Post someone at every exit to shake hands and thank people for coming. Ask worship participants (readers, music 

leaders, liturgists, etc.,) to do this since their faces will be familiar. 
15. Make sure your order of worship is easy for a visitor to follow. Include written or verbal explanations of what is going 

on and why. Print the words to all prayers, songs, and responses. 
16. Include a welcome to visitors in the open words before the service. Make sure the person speaking identifies him or 

herself. It is best for the pastor to issue this welcome. 
17. Place information about your church’s ministries where a visitor can easily find it — preferably in the pew, or a clearly 

marked location near the entry points used by visitors. Don’t expect them to go someplace else to find it. 
18. Prepare visitors packets to be handed out by greeters with information about your church programs. 
19. Get the names and addresses of first-time visitors. Some churches use visitors’ cards, but asking ALL worshippers to 

record attendance makes it more likely visitors will sign. Visitors don’t want to be singled out. 
20. Make at least one follow-up contact with first-time visitors within 24 to 36 hours of their visit — a letter from the 

pastor, a phone call, a hand-written note, an email message. Many churches deliver a gift, such as freshly baked 
cookies or a church coffee mug to visitors’ homes. The purpose is to communicate friendliness, not get a 
membership commitment. 

21. Develop a system or data base for keeping track of visitors, their contact information, and the frequency of visits. A 
mailing list of persons who have visited in the past is one of your best marketing tools. 

22. Don’t overlook visitors who come to the church for the first time for an event other than worship. 
23. Once someone has attended three times, they should be invited to join the church with a pastoral visit and/or an 

invitation to take part in an inquirers or new member class. 

24. Encourage visitors to get connected with activities and groups, even if they are not ready to join. 

25. Hold an Open House Sunday at least once a year. 

26. Organize a “bring-a-friend” Sunday at least once a year. 

27. Extend extra hospitality during back-to-school time, Christmas, and Easter, when persons are most likely to consider 

visiting a church. 

28. Start a personal invitation ministry. Three out of four people attend a church for the first time because they were 

invited. Yet, less than half of church members say they have invited someone in the last year. 

29. Provide training to members on how to invite others to church. 

30. Print special invitations to Christmas Eve services that people can deliver to friends. 
 

 

1 3 

http://www.churchleadership.com/50-ways/50-ways-to-welcome-new-people


PRACTICAL EVANGELISM EVANGELISM SUMMIT 2022 

Effective Church Marketing 
https://blog.outreach.com/effective-church-marketing/ 

Marketing is a word churches often shy away from, largely because they don’t wish to be seen as 
“selling” Christianity. However, effective church marketing doesn’t have to be manipulative or 
peddling. In fact, if you’re seeking new ways to add members to your church, marketing is a 
powerful tool that can help your ministry succeed. 

In the context of faith, marketing can help you communicate a clear message to the right people — 
connecting the dots between your church and who it serves. Think of church marketing as a tool that 
helps get interested visitors in the door. Faith and salvation are choices people will make later in their 
journeys as they learn, worship, 
and connect with God. 

When you advertise your church, you offer people a place to explore a need they already have — it’s 
their choice whether or not to respond. We hope this post equips you with the information you need to 
create an effective, successful church ministry marketing strategies that will help draw new people to 
your church. 

Why Market Your Church? 
More than 80% of churches are in decline or plateauing in membership. Ministry is not just about 
nurturing the faith of your existing members. It also means seeking out the unchurched and helping 
them find their way to Christ. But how can they find you if they don’t know where you are? 

Having a building to gather and worship in is often not enough in today’s culture where people’s 
schedules and attention spans are maxed out. In Mark 16:15, Jesus calls his disciples to “Go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” When you mail a postcard, put up a sign, send 
your members out with invite cards or door hangers, or post on social media, you are spreading the 
gospel to your community. You are sowing seeds of hope that may someday come to fruition when 
new members in your church commit their lives to Christ. 

Here are the three elements of effective church marketing: 

1. Build a Dynamic Church Marketing Team

It’s not realistic to expect a single person to take on the task of church marketing alone. If they try, 
they’ll probably end up frustrated, stretched too thin, and exhausted. Your church is likely filled with 
members eager to serve Christ by supporting your marketing endeavors with their unique skills and 
talents. All you have to do is ask! 
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Try these tips for gathering and motivating an outstanding church marketing team: 

o Cast the vision and call for volunteers from your congregation at the beginning or end
of service. Always make sure your presentation on expanding your church’s marketing
strategy is exciting and inspiring. Help interested members understand they will be a vital part
of ministering to the unchurched and helping them discover and build a relationship with Christ.
If they understand the importance of effective church marketing, they are far more likely to stick
with it!

o Hand out a simple questionnaire to your volunteers. Here are a few sample questions you
can ask:

▪ How much time would you like to commit to this project? What are your unique
strengths and skills? What is the best way to motivate you and reward you for a job
well done?

These questions give you an understanding of each volunteer’s limitations. They’ll also help 
you learn skills they can contribute and offer insight into motivating and rewarding them for 
their time. This will help you balance expectations, manange time, and avoid team burn out. 

o Praise and thank your team as often as possible. This is the key to a successful
strategy and to retaining your volunteers. Volunteer work is something many people do in
addition to their jobs and family needs. Motivate your team by showing them that their time is
making a difference. Share updates about your efforts at the beginning of service to inform
other members and inspire them to get involved as well. Remember to regularly thank your
volunteers and compliment their work. It’s amazing how valuable an inspiring a simple
“thank you” can be!

2. Create a Ministry Marketing Plan

The success of your marketing efforts relies heavily on creating a strategic plan in advance of your 
outreach. Like retailers, your marketing can be broken down into quarters or seasons to make the 
work easier to plan and execute. 

Your plan should include: 
► Budget: How much will you spend on your marketing outreach in the year ahead? How

will you allocate your funds?

► Calendar: How many events and activities will you host this year?

► Tools: What tools will you use to market your church?

Budget 

Budget is a foundational element of an effective church marketing plan. It’s important to commit an 
adequate amount of funding to your efforts in order to see positive returns on your investment (i.e., 
visitors coming through your doors). 
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Marketing can help your church go from invisible to visible in your community. For the best return on 

your investment, focus on creating unforgettable campaigns that have the same look and feel across 

every area, from direct mail postcards to the banners outside your church. 

Determine at least five campaigns or efforts to factor into your annual spending. Below are some 

suggestions for segmenting your campaigns. Here are a few seasonal examples: 

► January and February – New Years/ Valentine’s Day

► March and April – Easter

► May – Mother’s Day

► June and July – VBS/Summer

► August and September – Back to Church

► October – Harvest

► November and December – Advent/Christmas

At the end of each campaign, perform a thorough assessment of your efforts and the results they bring 

in. Did one tool work better than others for getting visitors to your door? Which events saw the highest 

attendance? By tracking your successes, you can keep your budget focused on the actions that work, 

saving time and money. 

Calendar of Events 

Once you’ve determined your various campaigns, you need to decide on events for your outreach. 

Events are a great opportunity to engage your community beyond your Sunday sermons. They help 

people connect with you,  understand your message, and become involved with your church. Here 

are a few ideas for outreach events: 

Holiday/Celebration Sermon Series 
• Christmas

• Easter

• Mother’s Day

• Guest Speaker or Special Event

Summer Activities 
• Potluck BBQ/Picnic

• Vacation Bible School/Kid’s Camps

• Movie Nights

Volunteer Events 
• Coat drives

• Community clean-up

• Shelter support

• Back-to-School Drive

• Parents’ Night Out

• Harvest Festival/Halloween Alternative
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Tools 

A portion of your overall budget should be applied to the tools you use for your outreach efforts. 

These are the methods you’ll use to advertise your events and make your church known to your 

community. It’s important to invest in a multi-touch approach that reaches your audience in several 

different areas of their lives. Make sure that your message and design are consistent across every 

piece. For example, your direct mail postcards and invite card should have the same look and feel as 

your church posters and bulletins — this helps create a cohesive campaign. 

It’s important not to put all your eggs in one basket! Using a multi-touch approach means people 

are more likely to remember and respond to your invitations. Here are several helpful tools you can 

use together: 

► Postcards - Direct mail is one of the most effective church marketing tools available. It helps

you easily reach people in your area and invite them to visit your church. More than 85% of

people check their mail each day, which means they are highly likely to see your church

postcard. Best practices for postcards include adding a map, service times, contact information,

and the offer of a gift.

► Invite Cards - Providing your church members with invite tools empowers them to easily

share about your church with their friends, families, and neighbors. According to Christianity

Today, 67% of people say that they would be receptive to a personal invite from their family

and 63% would be receptive to an invite from an acquaintance.

► Banners & Signage - Indoor and outdoor banners and signs inform passerby and members of
upcoming events and get your church noticed.

► Digital Media - Social media, church websites, and email marketing are all tools you can use

to share your event.

Remember, you probably won’t get high response rates from using a single channel. Effective church 
marketing requires using multiple methods over a period of time to keep your church top of mind. 

Once your ministry marketing plan is established, it’s time to focus on the importance of helping 
visitors become new members. 

3. Make a Lasting Impression and Turn Visitors into Members

You’ve built an amazing church marketing team and followed your strategic outreach plan, but 

effective church marketing doesn’t end there! It’s time to make a great first impression on the new 

visitors who will be coming to your events and services. Did you know that 91% of visitors will not 

return if you don’t have a strategy in place for turning guests into members? Assimilation is a critical 

component of church growth. The way you treat guests in their initial visit will have a significant impact 

on their future decisions to attend your church. Here’s what you can do (see next page)… 
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The First Visit 

Greet every new visitor! Attending a new church can be intimidating, so it’s important to make people feel at 

home the moment they walk through the door. Create a team of greeters who know how to be friendly, but not 
overbearing. Pick volunteers who have a knack for reading people and knowing which visitors are hoping to stay 
low profile and get a feel for the church, and which are ready to jump right in and get involved. 

Hand out new visitor cards. Ask your new visitors to fill out cards with their name, address, phone number, 

email, and other pertinent information such as what they are seeking from a church. You can use this information to 
invite them to future events and to check in with them post-visit. 

Give them a gift. Give each new visitor a gift to show your appreciation for their time. Books are a great 
option. Depending on the time of year, you can select books that align with the season: a Christmas devotional in 
the winter, an Easter scripture book in the spring, etc. Consider creating a welcome packet with informational 
brochures, coffee mugs, coupons for coffee, or even small gift cards to local businesses. Gifts create positive 
associations with your church and can serve as a physical reminder of your hospitality after guests go home. 

Offer refreshments. Coffee and snacks may seem like a simple offering, but they allow guests to linger and 
chat before and after the service and get to know your members. In addition to making guests feel at home, 
they’ll create connections that can’t be beat when it comes to building relationships because they develop 
naturally through fellowship. 

The Follow Up. The days following the first visit are critical to connecting with your visitors. Because the key 

is to make every contact personal, don’t use form letters or rely solely on electronic communication. Follow these 
steps for reaching out to your recent visitors after they have attended an event or service. 

• Have the pastor send a personal thank you email the next day.

• Make a welcome call the following evening after the event or service.

• Mail out a thank you card with a personal message the first week.

• Send out an email at the end of the week inviting them to the next service or event.

• Text your visitor after two weeks to check in.

Other Tips for Creating a Great First Impression 

• Host a monthly new visitor welcome lunch.

• Have a new visitor booth where you can share important information and hand out welcome gifts.

• Make sure your church is always clean and inviting.

• Put visitors on your email and mailing lists.

• Offer another thank you gift for repeat visitors: books, ornaments, gift cards, etc.

Final Thoughts on Effective Church Marketing 

In conclusion, effective church marketing is a powerful way to help you increase your outreach and minister 

to your community. Marketing helps you let people know that your church is available to help them with questions 

they may have about God and faith. With a dynamic team, a strategic plan, and a great first impression, you 

can help connect unchurched people with the hope and truth of Christ’s love. 
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INCREASING WEEKLY ENGAGEMENT 
Lewis Center of Church Leadership www.churchleadership.com/50-ways 

Start with your own congregation 
► Realize that Worship does not have to occur on Sunday mornings at 11 a.m. Provide alternative worship times,

styles, and online platforms.
► Form small groups online where people can engage actively with other Christians and develop community.

► Keep a Record of worship attendance and monitor it.

o Form a worship membership care team to review attendance weekly and follow-up. Monitor online
platforms and engage with those worshiping with you or participating in small groups.

o Whether in-person or part of the online community, know that it is important to respond to absentees
before they drop out of active attendance.

o Maintain a loving, invitational relationship with those who have been absent. Never be judgmental.
o Send a handwritten note to anyone who has missed three weeks in a row.
o The realities of new normal due to the pandemic has every church in need of contacting every church

member on their rolls. Form a care team to call families and individuals, determining any pastoral needs,
prayer requests, and to reestablish a connection with the church. As different variants arise and the
stress of reorientation occurs, this should be an ongoing ministry and not just a one-time practice.

o Realize it is often very difficult to return to worship after the death of a loved one. Form a Grief Support
Team to send handwritten notes monthly and to check on the family regularly.

o Community-wide COVID anxiety and mental health support groups are needed to connect people to the
hope of Christ.

o Telephone every household in the church and everyone who has ever visited to invite them to some

special event four times a year.

► Pray for the unchurched in your community. Pray for children being raised outside the church, couples in
marriages that don’t have Christ at the center. Also pray for specific families and individuals by name every day.

► Create opportunities in small groups, worship services, and on video for people to share their testimony. What
are they seeing God doing in their lives? How has Christ transformed them? When people can freely share
within the doors of the church, they are more likely to share with those outside the doors.

► At least once a year, preach and teach the importance of become an inviting people.

► Know that personal invitations are the most effective method to increase faith engagement. Invest 60 seconds
once a week to invite someone to attend worship or small group with you. Invitations cannot be issued only by
the pastor. Each person in the congregation must be invitational.

► Continue to invite a person every two months even if they decline your invitations. Those invited may
eventually come to a season in life when they are receptive to attending. Regular invitations are more likely to
overlap one of these seasons.
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Magnify Invitation continued… 
► Distribute a simple printed invitation to church members during the Christmas and Easter seasons that they

can give to family and friends. Create digital invitations that can be shared on social media.

► Know that the people who are on the fringe of your church are your future, your prospect list, and your next potential
generation of deeply devoted disciples. Avoid the tendency to denigrate or alienate those who are not yet fully
committed disciples.

► Find ways to continually invite these “near the edges” of your church, especially those who already have a positive
impression of the church, such as those who have come to the church for a wedding, a funeral, or to vote and to those who
already worship a couple times a year. Do not drop them from communication lists.

► Have an active social media presence that offers things like daily scriptures, video testimonies, devotionals,
weekly polls and/or guided prayer prompts as well as streaming small groups and worship events.

► Boost Facebook advertising for events within your congregation.
► If you live in a neighborhood or small community, consider doing a direct mail piece prior to Christmas or

Easter inviting the community. The United States Postal Service offers “Every door direct” by zip codes.,
https://www.usps.com/business/every-door-direct-mail.htm

► Have an inviting website and Facebook page. Make sure your physical address is easy to find, worship times
are clear, content is explorer friendly, and that there is a way for people to contact you prior to a visit.

► Commit to targeted neighborhood invitation four times a year. Take baked goods or packaged candy with
information about the church door-to-door. This is an invitational and not coercive way in. If you find someone
wanting to talk, find out how you can pray for them. Keep in mind it is more effective to cover the same 100 doors
six times than to cover 600 doors one time.

► Hold an Open House Sunday at least once a year. Many people do not know they are welcome to just come in
and visit a church.

► Extend extra hospitality during back-to-school time, Christmas, and Easter when persons are most likely to
consider visiting a church.

► Start a personal invitation ministry. Three-out-of-four people attend a church for the first time because they
were invited by a friend or acquaintance. Yet, less than half of church members say they have invited someone
in the past year.

► Online events, small groups, and worship service should have a brief introduction and welcome to those
tuning in. There should be an invitation to discipleship and way for these people to learn more about Christ and
your congregation during each interaction.

► Purchase permanent roadside directional signs to point the way to your building. If your building is not on the
main highway, install a prominent sign on the highway.

► Purchase temporary yard signs to put out for a few days and then remove. They catch the eye and are
relatively inexpensive. They should be very simple wording and easy to read.

► Don’t hide your cars. If there is a parking in front of the building, use it. Cars in the parking lots lets the
community know that something important is happening at your church.

► Make a good first impression through the appearance of your building and landscaping. A well-cared for exterior
lets guests know that you are expecting company.

► Clearly indicate the main entry to your building so that worship guests can find it easily.
► Reserve the best parking spaces for guests. The pastor, staff, and church leaders should park on the edge of

the parking lot, leaving the best spaces for others.
► Make the nursery the nicest room in the church to attract and keep families with young children. It should be

clean and well equipped, in an easy to find location close to the worship space and staffed with adults. Ministry
safe protocols should be followed, and safety needs to be demonstrated to parents.
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THE WESLEYAN WAY OF EVANGELISM 
Based on the Work of Henry Knight III & Douglas Powe, Jr 
Transforming Evangelism: The Wesleyan Way of Sharing Faith4 

The Wesleyan Way of Evangelism is relational. The fundamental way that Wesley understood what it meant to be 
relational, was to love God and to love neighbor. R.E.L.A.T.I.O.N.A.L can be a helpful approach to evangelism. Renewal 

Renewal 

Salvation for Wesley is our renewal in the image of God. Conversion is not the end of the journey; it is the beginning of 
one’s transformation into the likeness of Christ. In other words, it is the beginning of one’s renewal into the image of 
God. For Wesley, the goal is not claiming one is saved as an end in and of itself, but salvation signals a beginning whereby 
one starts the process of being renewed into a new being. Renewal into the image of God does not take place overnight and 
it is not something we attain in the sense of an achievement. We continue to grow in grace daily by loving God and loving 
our neighbor. Wesley shifts the focus of evangelism from simply a single decision-based model to one that involves a life-
long journey. 

Enter 

The Wesleyan Way of evangelism calls for us to help others to enter into a relationship with Christ as to why we testify 
about the love of God. Yet entering into a relationship with Christ without also entering into a supporting and loving 
community can set a person up for failure. Someone who accepts Christ but never becomes a part of the community and 
thinks all they need is Jesus misses out on the new life that salvation is. To enter into a relationship with Jesus is to become a 
part of the body of believers. We develop a personal relationship with Jesus, through which we become more Christlike. At 
the same time, we develop relationships with others in the community who help us to strengthen and express our personal 
relationship with Jesus. 

Listening 

The Wesleyan Way of evangelism requires us to listen to others in love. Sometimes people will seek out others because 
they are looking for someone to hear what is going on in their lives. Yet we can become so excited about wanting to tell 
others what God is doing in our lives that we do not take the time to listen to their story. An important aspect of evangelism 
is the ability to just listen without interjecting all we know about the gospel. Sometimes we do not want to hear their story 
because we are afraid it will require us getting involved. Evangelism within the Wesleyan tradition is relational, so it 
requires a level of involvement with our neighbor. 

Acceptance 

God’s acceptance of humanity is an act of grace. Evangelism within the Wesleyan tradition recognizes all of us need God’s 
grace and this grace cannot be earned by us. Faith Explorers sometimes feel that they must clean up their act so God will 
accept them. The good news we can share with others is they do not have to earn God’s grace – it is freely given. The 
power of God’s acceptance should not be underestimated. Most of us long for acceptance from others in our lives, but 
only God can give truly unmerited acceptance. Evangelistically this means helping others to understand God’s love for us 
is so pervasive that all are welcome no matter their situation. 

Testimony 

The Wesleyan Way of evangelism encourages us to tell others about God’s love and the power of God’s love to transform 
situation. Ultimately, the hope is everyone in the congregation will feel comfortable talking about what God is doing in their 
lives. The truth is this is not likely. An idea that may help concerning those who are not comfortable testifying verbally, is 
to have them write their testimony down, to be shared anonymously. People can write a one paragraph testimony about 
what God is doing in their lives and these can be put in the bulleting once a month for others to read, put on the church 
web page or in the newsletter. The point is to give individuals the opportunity to testify in a way that may be more 
comfortable. Getting people to testify to what god is doing in their lives needs to be an integral part of any evangelistic 
church plan. Others need to hear about God’s transforming work and that God continues working. In a society where most 
of the news is negative, we need to hear the good news. 
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Inviting 
The Wesleyan way of evangelism encourages communities to be inviting and open to others. Hospitality is one of the 
most important ministries in the church, but it is one that is often taken for granted. Very few churches believe they are closed 
and not inviting to others. Yet, the actual actions by a congregation often tell a different story than the one they profess. 
Something all congregations cand do to improve their evangelistic efforts is work on their hospitality.  

An inviting community is also one that invites others to their church. It can be an invitation to a special event, a class, or 
a worship service. The important thing to do is to invite. Wesley invited those to whom he preached to a class meeting. 
If he preached and never extended an invitation, then few would have come or even know about the meetings. We 
need to invite others to come to church and to not be afraid of the response we receive. 

Many of our churches sit in transitioning neighborhoods. Churches in these neighborhoods need to practice loving their 
neighbors by extending invitations to come participate in church events. An open church must truly be open to ALL God’s 
people and not just those who use to live in the neighborhood. Wesley said the world was his parish; some of us today do 
not need to look far in order to invite the world to our church. 

On-going 
One of the challenges with evangelism is people get excited for a while, but after some time goes by and the initial flame 
has dimmed, people tend to stop their evangelistic practices. The Wesleyan way of evangelism is about a lifestyle change 
and commitment to staying on the path of holiness. Evangelism is about the on-going commitment by all in the 
congregation to seek the renewal of the image of God in their lives and having the mind of Christ. Evangelism is about 
committing to loving God and neighbor. The transformation from love of the world to the love of God does not occur overnight. 
We do not wake up one morning and decide we will “have the mind of Christ” from this point forward. Loving God and 
neighbor is a lifetime commitment and so are evangelistic practices connected to practicing this love. 

New beings 
Christianity in general is concerned with humans becoming new people. Wesley encouraged people to change from 
having the character of this world to having a heart habitually filled with the love of God. The process of this change 
means to become a new being no longer beholden to one’s old ways. Evangelistically this is important because it means 
those who come in contact with us should experience us differently than they do others. Others should genuinely 
experience the love that emanates from us as a core part of who we are and not as something we put on as an outward 
appearance. Wesley is clear that a heart truly transformed by God is concerned with more than outward appearances. 
One of the things we need to work on in the church today is helping people not to settle for outward appearances, but to 
allow the Holy Spirit to transform their hearts. 

Assurance 
One of the things we struggle with today in society is knowing what is real and what is just another fad. This is often true 
when it comes to our own lives in trying to figure out what we can be certain about. One of the challenges of evangelism is 
trying to express to others the certainty (assurance) we feel in a relationship with Jesus. Wesley argues we have 
assurance when we become children of God and we know this by the fruits of the Spirit. The assurance we have as 
believers is not one of exemption from the trials and tribulations of life. The assurance Wesley is talking about is a 
confidence that God has intersected with our story and because of this we know we are God’s children. The Wesleyan 
way of evangelism encourages people to experience the intersection of the divine in their lives. It does not promise 
people by experiencing this intersection they will no longer face difficulties in life. We can testify to others we are God’s 
children because God continues to testify to us through the Holy Spirit. The assurance that comes with being a child of 
God is grounded in our faith, hope, and especially love that we experience as we grow in our relationship to Jesus. 

Live-it! 
The Wesleyan way of evangelism requires that we live evangelistic lives by loving our neighbors. Wesley’s relational 
approach to evangelism centers on the way in which we live out what it means to be a disciple of Christ in practice. The 
reason we want to be renewed into the image of God, to testify to God’s goodness, to help others understand the length  God 
goes to forgive us is for us to be able to live transformed lives. Living an evangelistic life means daily we seek to love God 
and our neighbor with everything within us. There is not vacation days or time off from living a live that is truly given 

to loving God and neighbor. 
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Notes: 
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EVANGELISM RESOURCES 

foundationforevangelism.org 

The Foundation for Evangelism’s purpose is to be the catalyst 
to equip disciples to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. The 
promise we see in the Church is rooted in John Wesley’s belief 
that everyone has an essential role to play to spread the light 
and love of Jesus to our world. We provide grants and tools 
designed for laity and pastors, working together, to invite those 
beyond their walls to join them on the Christian journey. 
foundationforevangelism.org 

freshexpressionsus.org 

Fresh Expressions is an international movement of missionary 

disciples cultivating new kinds of church alongside existing 

congregations to more effectively engage our growing post- 

Christian society. 

At Gloo, we don’t just build great apps. We focus on the right 
insights, connections, and friendly tools that make it easier for 
the Church to unleash the immense capacity it already has. By 
helping churches and people connect to each other, and then 
powering those connections with the right tools, we extend the 
Church's capacity to reach, know and move every person it 
serves. 

Subsplash www.gcfa.org/partners/subsplash 

www.subsplash.com/blog 

The vision of Subsplash is to energize and equip every church 
so they can make more and better disciples. Their Ultimate 
Engagement Platform™ empowers ministries all worldwide to 
engage their audience from one centralized dashboard, which 
allows churches to move beyond their walls, expand their 
reach in their communities, state, nation and even across the 
globe. Subsplash is The UMC's preferred vendor for digital 
engagement (apps, websites, digital giving, live streaming, 
media hosting, and more) and has been vetted and approved 

by the GCFA. 
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Sports Ministry as Evangelism: 
Christian Witness to the People and Culture of Sports 

1. Discipleship Evangelism: Develop a Holistic Sports Ministry for Your
Context

► Congregational Assessment: Identity, Vision, Leaders, and Ministries

► Study Your Context/Community (Demographics)

► Understand How the Culture of Sports Works: Possibilities, Positives, and
Problems

2. Specific Types of Sports Evangelism
1. Sporting Events as Outreach
2. Team-Sending Outreach
3. Partnership with Local Schools
4. Missional Leaders in Sports
5. Sport Recreation and Fellowship at Church
6. Prophetic Sports Evangelism and Service in the Community

3. Resources
Sports Outreach Teams
https://www.shorttermmissions.com/articles/groups-doing-sports-evangelism

Short History of Sports Ministry and Evangelism
https://lausanne.org/content/lga/2014-05/sports-ministry-and-evangelism-how-anincarnational- 
and-service-emphasis-underpins-effective-evangelism

Starting a Sports Ministry

https://fcaresources.com/ministry-tool/41-ways-use-sports-your-youth-ministry

Campus or Club Sports Ministry
https://athletesinaction.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/488/2020/12/On-Your-Mark.pdf

Church Recreation Programs

Upward: https://www.upward.org/
UMC: https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/8-ways-to-start-a-sports-ministry

Contact info: John_B_White@Baylor.edu 
Phone (254) 710-6586 

Faith and Sports Institute: 

https://www.baylor.edu/truett/index.php?id=963939 
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Special Thank you to the many people who have helped 
to make today a success: 

• For our Hosts: First Methodist Waco
• Pre-summit Teachers

• Evangelism Devotional Writers
• Our Mini Session Speakers
• Our Keynote Speaker: Matt Reynolds

• Our Worship Band led by Michael Thornton

Special thank you to glooconnect for 
provid our lunch today. 

Evangelism Summit Coordination Team: 
Rev. Steve Moss, FUMC Granbury 
Rev. Jay Fraze, FUMC Brownwood  
Rev. Kevin Diggs, FUMC Mooreville 
Rev. Armando Alvarado, New Riverside UMC 
 Rev. David Johnson, FUMC Round Rock 
Rev. Jeremy Beggs, Meier Settlement/Lebanon 
 Rev. Amy Anderson, FUMC Mart 

To access the amazing Pre-Summit Evangelism 
Devotionals and videos, please visit 
ctcumc.org/evangelism-summit-2022 

Evangelism 
Summit Grant 

org/evangelism-
summit-2022 

28

https://www.ctcumc.org/evangelism-summit-2022
https://www.ctcumc.org/evangelism-summit-2022
https://www.ctcumc.org/evangelism-summit-2022
https://www.ctcumc.org/evangelism-summit-2022


T H E  S M I T H  C E N T E R  F O R  E VA N G E L I S M ,  M I S S I O N  A N D  C H U R C H  G R O W T H 


	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	SPEAKERS
	LEADING   WORSHIP
	SHARE TODAY’S PRESENTATIONS
	RECLAIMING EVANGELISM
	BASICS OF CHRISTIAN EVANGELISM & DISCIPLESHIP
	ESSENTIALS OF FAITH SHARING
	Ways to Welcome New People
	Effective Church Marketing
	Why Market Your Church?
	Here are the three elements of effective church marketing:
	1 4
	1 6
	1 7


	INCREASING WEEKLY ENGAGEMENT
	Start with your own congregation
	20
	21


	THE WESLEYAN WAY OF EVANGELISM
	22
	23


	Notes:
	Notes:
	25

	EVANGELISM RESOURCES
	Subsplash
	2 6
	WIGGLE CHURCH
	WHAT IT IS
	WHAT IT ISN'T
	1. Discipleship Evangelism: Develop a Holistic Sports Ministry for Your Context
	2. Specific Types of Sports Evangelism
	3. Resources





