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ELECTRONIC GIVING AT ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
You can use your phone to donate to the conference offering. Just follow these steps: 

1. Text a dollar amount ($5.00 minimum) to 817/968-1624. 
2. You will receive an automated response. Click on the link, which will open a web browser. 
3. Enter your name, contact information. Then click the “process” button below the fields. 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE OFFERING 
This year’s Annual Conference offering will go to support Mooreville UMC’s efforts to rebuild for the glory of God 
and the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ. Thank you to those who have already given to this effort and 
for those who will do so through this offering. Your gifts are greatly appreciated!



-2-



-3-  

 



-4-



* Please stand as you are able -5- UMH – United Methodist Hymnal  
TFWS – The Faith We Sing 

 

 

 

An interpreter for the hearing impaired is located near the front of the worship area. 
If you need assistance, please ask an usher. 

Please silence all mobile devices. 

 

Gathering Music 
Keyboard Praise presented by Debby Barkey, Linda Pritchett 
The Greater Tarrant Men’s Choir 

 

Blessing of Interns 
Project Transformation 
Glen Lake Camp Staff 
Praxis 

 

Bishop Lowry: In the name of The Central Texas Annual Conference, I commend you to this work and 
pledge to you our prayers, encouragement, and support. We pray the blessings of God and this 
community upon your endeavors. May the Holy Spirit guide and strengthen you, that in this and in all 
things, you may do God’s will in the service of Jesus Christ. 
 

People: We recognize you as ambassadors of this conference. Through our prayers, we will be 
united with you in your work. May God richly bless your labors. 
 

Bishop Huie: All who take upon themselves the name of Christ are called into ministries of love and 
service. Following the inspiration of Christ and the example of these young people, let us affirm our 
commitment to Christian service: 
 

People: We believe in God, Creator of the world; in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of creation. We 
believe in the Holy Spirit, through whom we acknowledge God’s gifts. We commit ourselves to the 
rights and dignity of all persons and to the improvement of the quality of life. We dedicate 
ourselves to peace throughout the world and to the rule of justice and law among all nations. We 
believe in the present and final triumph of God’s Word in human affairs, and gladly accept our 
commission to manifest the life of the gospel in the world. Thanks be to God! 

 

Chime Invitation to Worship 
Buxtehude 

 

Voluntary 
“Prelude, Fugue and Chaconne in C Major” 

Isaac Foreman, organ 

Anthem 
“The Music of Creation” by Shelton Ridge Love 

FUMC Hurst Chancel Choir 
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*Call to Worship Rev. Erin Jackson 

The congregation will read the bold text.

We are gathered in by God’s extravagant welcome; 
Let us extend God’s welcome to all. 

We are gathered in by the expansive love of Christ; 
Let us recognize Christ’s presence in one another. 

We are gathered in by the inspiration of the Spirit; 
Let us embody the fruits of the Spirit in our thoughts, words, and actions. 

We are gathered in by grace and forgiveness; 
Let us come together to lift our hearts and voices in prayer, praise, thanks, and song. 
Let us come together to celebrate the glory of God!

*Processional Hymn
“Rejoice, the Lord is King,” UMH 715 

Invocation Rev. Philip Rhodes 

Living God, transform us by the presence and power of your love.  May the breath of your Holy Spirit 
breathe into us all, bringing hope, joy, and a trust in your promise of new and abundant life.  In the 
name of Christ, we pray. Amen. 

Welcome and Greeting Rev. Philip Rhodes 

Hymn 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling,” UMH 384 

Offertory Prayer Dr. Leah Hidde-Gregory 

Offertory 
“I Am Not My Own” by Craig Courtney 

FUMC Hurst Chancel Choir 

*Doxology
UMH 94 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Introduction of Conference Preacher Bishop Mike Lowry 

Reading of the Word 

Exodus 3:1-12 
Rev. Fred Bates 

Message 
“The Wail of Humanity and the Glory of God” 

Bishop Janice Huie 
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The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving for the Day of Pentecost 

 

The congregation will read the bold text 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
 always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. 
In the beginning your Spirit moved over the face of the waters. 
You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. 
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. 
Your Spirit came upon prophets and teachers, 
 anointing them to speak your Word. 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 
At his baptism in the Jordan, your Spirit descended upon him 
 and declared him your beloved Son. 
With your Spirit upon him he turned away the temptations of sin. 
Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor, 
 to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, 
 to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
 and to announce that the time had come 
 when you would save your people. 
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection, 
 you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
 and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always, 
 baptizing us with the Holy Spirit and with fire, as on the Day of Pentecost. 
 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, 
 gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me." 
 

When the supper was over, he took the cup, 
 gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
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"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
 poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

On the day you raised him from the dead, 
he was recognized by his disciples in the breaking of the bread, 
and in the power of your Holy Spirit your Church has continued 
in the breaking of the bread and the sharing of the cup. 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 

 as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
 and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 

that we may be for the world the body of Christ, 
redeemed by his blood and empowered by the gifts of the Spirit. 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
showing forth the fruit of the Spirit until Christ comes in final victory, 
and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Communion Music FUMC Hurst: Women’s Ensemble, 
Flute Ensemble, String Trio, Vocal Quartet 

*Hymn
“Ye Servants of God”, UMH 181 

Crucifer, Acolytes, Bishop, Liturgists recess during the final verse of hymn 

Recessional 

*Benediction Bishop Mike Lowry 

Choral Benediction 
“Piece d’Orgue” by J.S. Bach 

FUMC Hurst Chancel Choir 

Postlude Isaac Foreman, Organ 
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An interpreter for the hearing impaired is located near the front of the worship area. 
If you need assistance, please ask an usher. 

Please silence all mobile devices. 

 

Gathering Music FUMC Grapevine Mariachi Praise Band 

Prelude 
“Amazing Grace” arr. Jeff Cranfill  

Combined Choir and Orchestra 
 

*Call to Worship  
based on Genesis 49 

Leader: Jacob summoned his sons and said: 
    
People: “Gather around so that I can tell you what will happen to you in the coming days.” 

     
Leader: We gather around to celebrate the ministries that will happen in the coming days through the 
hands and hearts of those you have called and whom the church will bless this night. 
 

People: Glory to the God who calls! Blessings on those who respond! 
 

*Processional 
“We Gather Together,” UMH 131 verses 1-4 

 

Verse 1 (Choir and Congregation) 
We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing; 
he chastens and hastens his will to make known. 
The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing. 
Sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own. 
 
Verse 2 (All men—Choir and Congregation) 
Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, 
ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine; 
so from the beginning the fight we were winning; 
thou, Lord, wast at our side, all glory be thine! 

Verse 3 (All women—Choir and Congregation) 
We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant, 
and pray that thou still our defender wilt be. 
Let thy congregation escape tribulation; 
thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free! 
 
Verse 4 (All) 
With voices united our praises we offer; 
To Thee in thanksgiving, glad anthems we raise. 
Thy strong arm will guide us;  
Through all thou art beside us: 
To Father, Son, and Spirit, forever be praise! 

 
*Greetings & Opening Prayer Rev. Ramon Smith 

We come together to praise God, to hear the Holy Word, and to seek for ourselves and others the 
power, presence and direction of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Let us pray. 
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People: Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit you gave to your apostles many excellent 
gifts. Give your grace to all servants of your church, that we may with diligence and faithfulness 
fulfill our various ministries. Grant that we your people may follow where you lead, perfect our 
ministries and live in joyful obedience to your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

Recognition of Common Ministry and 
Reaffirmation of the Baptismal Covenant 

Bishop Mike Lowry 

Ministry is the work of God, done by the people of God. Through baptism all Christians are made part 
of the priesthood of all believers, the church, Christ’s body, made visible in the world. We all share in 
Christ’s ministry of love and service for the redemption of the human family and the whole of 
creation. 

Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry, I call upon all God’s people gathered here: 

As water is poured the Bishop says: 

Remember you are baptized, and be thankful. 

We reaffirm our baptism and our common call to ministry. Thanks be to God! 

 PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES 

Presentation 
*Candidates stand as their name is read

Bishop Lowry:  Who presents these candidates to be ordained, commissioned or recognized? 

Mike Ford, Conference Lay Leader: Would all laity stand and join in saying: 

People: We have recommended them in our local congregations. We present them with our 
prayers and support. 

Dr. Chris Hayes, Chairperson, Board of Ordained Ministry: Would all members of the Board of 
Ordained Ministry stand and join in saying: 

Board of Ordained Ministry: We have examined these candidates according to the standards of 
our Discipline and the Central Texas Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church. We 
present them with our prayers and support. 

Rev. Kay Lancaster, Chair of the Order of Deacons: Would all Deacons in Full Connection stand and 
join in saying: 

Deacons in Full Connection: We present Stephanie “Evey” McKellar for ordination as deacon.  We 
present her with our prayers and support. 

Rev. Estee Valendy, Chair of the Order of Elders: Would all Elders in Full Connection stand and join in 
saying: 

Elders in Full Connection: We present Dara Austin, Joy Dister-Dominguez, Margret Fields, Jarrod 
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Johnston, Edward “Eddie” Kahler, Katie Lewis, Lance Marshall, John “Tommy” Prud’homme, 
Tina Schramme, Nicholas Scott, and Zachary “Zach” Stiefel for ordination as elder. We present 
them with our prayers and support. 

 

Rev. Chris Mesa, Conference Registrar: Would all members of the Board of Ordained Ministry stand 
and join in saying: 

 

Board of Ordained Ministry: We present Kevin Anderson, Johnny Brower, Marianne Brown-Trigg, 
Eugene “Gene” Bryson, Ethan Gregory, Nicholas “Nick” Hamilton, Sam Robbins, and Kristin 
Warthen for commissioning as provisional members preparing for ordained ministry as elders. We 
present them with our prayers and support. 
 

Board of Ordained Ministry members remain standing 
 

Rev. Ramon Smith, Vice-Chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry: Would all members of the Board of 
Ordained Ministry join in saying: We also present Althea Denise Bell-Blakely and James W. “Jim” 
Senkel for recognition as Associate Members. We present them with our prayers and support. 

 

Affirmation of Candidates Bishop Mike Lowry 

After all the candidates have been presented, they remain standing, and the Bishop says: 

These persons are by God’s grace to be ordained, commissioned or recognized for set apart ministry in 
Christ’s Holy Church. Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them have discerned that they 
are persons of sound learning and of Christian character, possess the necessary signs of God’s grace, 
and have demonstrated a profound commitment to serve Jesus Christ. Therefore, they believe them to 
be duly called to serve God. 
 

We ask you, people of God, to declare your assent to the ordination, commissioning, reception or 
recognition of these persons. 
 

Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace, to be ordained, commissioned, received or 
recognized? 
 

We do! Thanks be to God! 
 

Will you uphold them in their ministry? 
 

With God’s help, we will. 

PROCLAMATION 
 

Reading of the Word 
Colossians 1:21-24, 27-29 

Rev. Amy Anderson 

Anthem" 
“How Great Thou Art" arr. Jay Rouse 

Combined Choir and Orchestra 

Message 
“The Hope of Glory: Ruin, Rescue, and Recovery” 

Bishop Mike Lowry  

Offertory Prayer Jeff Roper 

Offertory Anthem 
“Thy Will” arr. Dan Galbraith 

Jason Chavarría, solo 
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*Doxology
Traditional, UMH 94 

GENERAL EXAMINATION 
The candidates and all clergy stand, and the Bishop addresses them. 

My sisters and brothers in Christ, you have been called to an ordained, commissioned or recognized 
status in set apart ministry. The church now confirms your calling. As ordained or commissioned 
ministers and associate members, you are to be coworkers with all the people of God:  With laity, 
bishops, elders, deacons, local pastors, provisional members, diaconal ministers, deaconesses, home 
missioners, supply pastors, with all who serve God in the Church. 

Remember, you are called to serve rather than to be served, to proclaim the faith of the church and no 
other, to look after the concerns of God above all. So we may know you believe yourselves to be called 
by God and that you profess the Christian faith, we ask you: Do you believe that God has called you to 
the life and work of ordained or licensed ministry? 

I do so believe. 

Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit and confess Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Savior? 

I do so believe and confess. 

Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments contain all things necessary for 
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ and are the unique and authoritative standard for the church’s 
faith and life? 

I am so persuaded, by God’s grace. 

Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures, and with the help of the Holy Spirit 
continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you?  

I will, with the help of God. 

Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of Christ? 

I will, with the help of God. 

Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in Jesus Christ, to participate 
in the life and work of the community, and to seek peace, justice and freedom for all people? 

I will, with the help of God. 

Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, accepting and upholding its order, liturgy, doctrine 
and discipline, defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word, and committing yourself 
to be accountable with those serving with you, and to the bishop and those who are appointed to 
supervise your ministry? 

I will, with the help of God. 

Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, covenant to participate in the life of the order, 
[fellowship, or membership] into which you are ordained, commissioned, received or recognized? Will 
you give yourself to God through the order [or fellowship] in order to sustain and build each other up in 
prayer, study, worship and service under the rule of life set forth in the vows you take this day? 
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I will, with the help of God. 
 

 
May God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you grace to perform them, that the work 
begun in you may be brought to perfection.  
 

Amen. 
 

Candidates remain standing. The Bishop calls the people to pray. 
 

Let us offer a few moments of silent prayer for these persons to be commissioned or ordained by God 
and the Church. 
 

The people pray in silence, and the Bishop concludes: 
 

We give you thanks, Living God, that in your great love you sent Jesus Christ, your only begotten Son, 
to take the form of a servant of all. You have taught us, by His word and example, that whoever would 
be great among us must be servant of all.  
 

Give to these your servants the grace and power they need to serve you in this ministry. Make them 
faithful pastors, patient teachers, humble servants and wise counselors. Enable them to serve without 
reproach, to proclaim the gospel of salvation and to offer with all your people spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Hymn 
“Be Thou My Vision,” UMH 451, verse 1 

 
  

During the hymn, those being commissioned come forward. 

 

Verse 1 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

Naught be all else to me, save that thou art; 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 

Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 

Examination of Provisional Members 

The Bishop examines the candidates for commissioning: 

A provisional member is bound to the service of God, appointed and supervised by the bishop and 
guided by ordained and lay colleagues in the Board of Ordained Ministry, as they continue to grow in 
grace and to practice and perfect their skills in the ministries to which they may later be ordained as 
deacon or elder. This is the rule of life and work of a provisional member. Do you believe that God has 
called you to continue your preparation toward ordained ministry in this way? 
 

I do so believe.  
 

Will you join with other provisional members for mutual support in the practice of leadership among the 
people of God? 
 

With God’s help, I will. 
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Commissioning 

[Name], I commission you to be a faithful servant leader among the people, to proclaim the good news 
of Jesus Christ, to announce the reign of God, and to equip the church for ministry, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Hymn 
Be Thou My Vision, UMH 451, verse 2 

During the music, those being commissioned may return to their seats. The Deacon candidates come forward. 

Verse 2 

Be thou my Wisdom, and thou my true Word; 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 

Thou my great Father, and I thy true son, 

Thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 

Examination of Deacon Candidate 
The Bishop addresses the Deacon candidate, saying: 

A deacon is called to share in Christ’s ministry of servanthood, to relate the life of the community to its 
service in the world, to lead others into Christian discipleship, to nurture disciples for witness and 
service, to lead in worship, to teach and proclaim God’s Word, to assist elders and appointed local 
pastors at Holy Baptism and Holy Communion, to interpret to the church the world’s hurts and hopes, 
to serve all people, particularly the poor, the sick, and the oppressed, and to lead Christ’s people in 
ministries of compassion and justice, liberation and reconciliation, especially in the face of hardship 
and personal sacrifice. 

This is the rule of life and work of a deacon. Do you believe that God has called you to the life and 
work of a Deacon? 

I do so believe. 

Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, covenant to participate in the Order of Deacons? 
Will you give yourself to God through the Order of Deacons in order to sustain and build each other up 
in prayer, study, worship and service? 

I will, with the help of God, and with the help of my sisters and brothers in the Order of Deacons. 

Laying on of Hands for Deacon 
Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for silent prayer during the laying on of hands. The 

candidate goes to the bishop and kneels. While the hands are imposed, the Bishop prays: 

Almighty God, pour upon [name of candidate] the Holy Spirit for the office and work of a Deacon. 
[Name of Candidate], take authority as a Deacon to proclaim the Word of God and to lead God’s 
people to serve the world. 

After the laying on of hands and prayer for the Holy Spirit, the candidate ordained as deacon will receive a stole. 
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Hymn 
Here I Am, Lord, UMH 451, verse 3 

 

 

During the music, those who are being ordained Deacon may return to their seats. The Elder candidates come forward. 
 

Verse 3 

Great God of heaven, my victory won, 

May I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

Examination of Elder Candidates 
 

The Bishop examines the Elder candidates, saying: 
 

An elder is called to share in the ministry of Christ and of the whole church: to preach and teach the 
Word of God and faithfully administer the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion; to lead the 
people of God in worship and prayer; to lead persons to faith in Jesus Christ; to exercise pastoral 
supervision, to order the life of the congregation and the connection, to counsel the troubled, and 
declare the forgiveness of sin; to lead the people of God in obedience to Christ’s mission in the world; 
to seek justice, peace, and freedom for all people; and to take a responsible place in the government 
of the Church and in service in and to the community. This is the rule of life and work of an elder. Do 
you believe that God has called you to the life and work of an elder? 
 

I do so believe. 
 

Will you, for the sake of the Church’s life and mission, covenant to participate in the Order of Elders?  
Will you give yourself to God through the Order of Elders in order to sustain and build each other up in 
prayer, study, worship and service? 
 

I will, with the help of God, and the help of my sisters and brothers in the Order of Elders. 
 

Laying on of Hands for Elders 

Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for silent prayer during the laying on of hands.  One by 
one the candidates go to the bishop and kneel. While the hands are imposed, the Bishop prays: 

 

Almighty God, pour upon [name of candidate] the Holy Spirit for the office and work of an Elder. 
[Name of Candidate], take authority as an Elder to preach the Word of God and to administer the Holy 
Sacraments. 

 

After the laying on of hands and prayer for the Holy Spirit, those being  
ordained as Elders will receive a stole. 

Hymn 
Take My Life and Let It Be, UMH 399, verse 1 

 

 

During the music, those who are being ordained Elder may return to their seats.   
Persons to be recognized as associate members come forward. 

 
Verse 1 

Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. 
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for thee. 
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Examination of Associate Members 

The Bishop examines the Associate Member candidates, saying: 

You have served among us faithfully as a local pastor, demonstrating your commitment to accept and 
uphold the doctrine, liturgy and discipline of The United Methodist Church, under the appointment of 
the bishop. You have now fulfilled the requirements and have been elected by the clergy session of this 
annual conference as an associate member. We rejoice that you have been called to serve among us 
and pray that God may guide your ministry. 

As each candidate comes forward and kneels, the bishop prays: 

[Name of Candidate], we embrace you as an associate member in the name of the annual conference 
and give you this Bible as a sign of your high commitment to the cause of Christ. 

The newly recognized associate members are given a Bible and a certificate of associate membership.  During the music, 
those who are being recognized as associate members may return to their seats. 

Hymn 
Take My Life and Let It Be, UMH 399, verse 3 

Verse 3 
Take my will and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne. 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure-store. 

Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee. 

SENDING FORTH
*Dismissal with Blessing Bishop Mike Lowry 

Let us pray. We thank you, gracious God, for raising up among us faithful servants. Clothe them with 
your righteousness, and grant that we, with them, may glorify you by giving ourselves to others through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 

Bishop: Go in peace to serve God and your neighbor in all that you do. 

People: We are sent in Christ’s name. Thanks be to God!  

Bishop: The grace of Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all always.   

People: Amen. 

Recessional 
Lord, You Give the Great Commission, UMH 584, verses 1, 2, 4, and 5

Combined Choir and Orchestra 
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The Symbols of Commissioning and Ordination 
 

In the service of commissioning and ordination, the primary sign and act is the laying on of hands.  The laying on 
of hands is an ancient practice continuing through the life of the Church.  Beginning in the Acts of the Apostles, 
we find Barnabas, Simeon, Lucius and Saul being led by the Holy Spirit, and the church in Antioch responded. 
“Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.” (Acts 13:3) The laying on of 
hands and prayer invoke the Spirit to be active in the person for the office to which God has called them. 
 
To all those being commissioned, a copy of The United Methodist Book of Worship is given. The gift of The 
United Methodist Book of Worship reminds those commissioned as Elder and Deacon that they are called to lead 
the faithful in worship. 
 
Those being ordained receive a stole. The stole historically reminded those being ordained that they are yoked to 
Christ as a servant to the Church.  
 
These symbols of ordination and commissioning are visual reminders given by the Church to remind each one 
called to ordained ministry of God’s intimate call on their life.  It is by the grace of God these individuals have 
been called to serve Christ’s holy Church in ordered ministry. 
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PROVISIONAL MEMBERS 

Kevin Dwaine Anderson 
College:  Texas Tech University   
Seminary:  Brite Divinity School 
Home Church:  FUMC Lubbock 
Presently Serving: Trinity United Methodist Church 
Spouse:  Kathy Anderson 
Children:  Carson Anderson, Courtney Anderson 

John Ridge Brower, IV 
College:  Texas Wesleyan University 
Seminary:  Brite Divinity School 
Home Church:  Hutto Discovery UMC 
Presently Serving: Hutto Discovery UMC 
Spouse:  Holly Brower 
Children:  Charlie Brower 

Marianne Teresa Brown-Trigg 
College:  Southwestern University   
Seminary:  Brite Divinity School 
Home Church:  Hutto Discovery UMC 
Presently Serving: Bluff Dale UMC and Morgan Mill UMC 
Spouse:  Andrew Brown-Trigg 

Eugene W. Bryson, III 
College:  Louisiana Tech University 
Seminary:  Perkins School of Theology 
Home Church:  White’s Chapel UMC 
Presently Serving: White’s Chapel UMC 
Spouse:  Stephanie R. Bryson 
Children:  Connor D. Bryson, Cameron S. Bryson 

Ethan Scott Gregory 
College:  Southern Methodist University 
Seminary:  Perkins School of Theology 
Home Church:  Arborlawn UMC 
Presently Serving: Arborlawn UMC 

Nicholas Paul Hamilton 
College:  Texas Christian University 
Seminary:  Brite Divinity School 
Home Church:  Arborlawn UMC 
Presently Serving: Cahill UMC 
Spouse:  Madison Hamilton 
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PROVISIONAL MEMBERS (cont’d.) 
 

 

Samuel David Robbins 
College:  University of Arkansas  
Seminary:  Perkins School of Theology 
Home Church:  Marvin UMC 
Presently Serving:  White’s Chapel UMC 
Spouse:  Hannah Robbins 

  
 

 

Kristin Nicole Warthen 
College:  Howard Payne University  
Seminary:  Brite Divinity School 
Home Church:  Saginaw UMC 
Presently Serving:  White’s Chapel UMC 
Spouse:  Joshua Warthen 
Children:  Mikayla Warthen, Catherine Warthen 

 

 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
 

 

Althea Denise Bell-Blakely 
College:  Brookhaven College  
Seminary:  Perkins Course of Study School 
Home Church:  Alliance of Faith UMC 
Presently Serving:  Meadowbrook UMC 
Spouse:  Marshall Blakely 
Children:  William Bell, Evan Bell 

 

 

James Wesley Senkel  
College:  Texas Wesleyan University   
Seminary:  Perkins Course of Study School 
Home Church:  FUMC Graham 
Presently Serving:  FUMC Graham, Murray/Tonk Valley 
Spouse:  Janice Senkel 

  
 

 

DEACONS IN FULL CONNECTION 
 

 

Stephanie Evelyn McKellar 
College:  Sam Houston State University 
Seminary:  Perkins School of Theology 
Home Church:  White’s Chapel UMC 
Presently Serving:  Missional Wisdom Foundation 
Sponsors: Dr. Larry Duggins, Rev. Rachel Heyduck 
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ELDERS IN FULL CONNECTION 

Dara Emerson Austin 
College:  Baylor University  
Seminary:  Brite Divinity School 
Home Church:  White’s Chapel UMC 
Presently Serving: White’s Chapel UMC 
Spouse:  Randall Austin 
Children:  Amanda Austin, Kyle Austin, Maggie Reith Austin 
Sponsors: Dr. John McKellar, Dr. Todd Renner 

Joy Woodland Dister-Dominguez 
College:  Eastern Michigan University  
Seminary:  Perkins School of Theology 
Home Church:  FUMC Grapevine 
Presently Serving: Arborlawn UMC 
Spouse:  Ricky Dominguez 
Sponsors: Rev. Robert W. Dister, Rev. Ginger Watson 

Margret Linda Fields 
College:  Texas Wesleyan University  
Seminary:  Brite Divinity School 
Home Church:  University UMC 
Presently Serving: Project-44, Lighthouse Fellowship NFC 
Spouse:  Ben Fields 
Children:  Dr. Megan Kitching 
Sponsors: Rev. Amy Forsythe-Alexander, Mrs. Brenda Prickett 

Jarrod Daniel Johnston 
College:  Tarleton State University  
Seminary:  Perkins School of Theology 
Home Church:  FUMC Arlington 
Presently Serving: FUMC Burleson 
Spouse:  Leanne Hope Johnston 
Children:  Wesley Johnston, Eloise Johnston, Tommy Johnston 
Sponsors: Rev. Philip Rhodes, Rev. Danny Tenney 

Edward Peter Kahler, III 
College:  University of Mary Hardin-Baylor  
Seminary:  Duke Divinity School 
Home Church:  FUMC Temple 
Presently Serving: Genesis UMC 
Spouse:  Laura Kahler 
Sponsors: Rev. Wade Killough, Rev. Allyson Paxton 

Katie Linn Lewis Newkirk 
College:  Texas Christian University  
Seminary:  Perkins School of Theology 
Home Church:  FUMC Euless 
Presently Serving: FUMC Colleyville 
Spouse:  Christopher Newkirk 
Sponsors: Rev. Mike Dawson, Rev. Marilyn Jones 
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ELDERS IN FULL CONNECTION (cont’d.) 
 

 

Lance Garrett Marshall 
College:  University of Texas at Austin  
Seminary:  Brite Divinity School 
Home Church:  White’s Chapel UMC 
Presently Serving:  FUMC Fort Worth 
Spouse:  Elizabeth Marshall 
Children:  Henry Marshall 
Sponsors: Dr. Tim Bruster, Dr. John McKellar 

 

 

John Thomas Prud’homme, Jr. 
College:  University of Texas at Austin  
Seminary:  Asbury Theological Seminary 
Home Church:  FUMC Round Rock 
Presently Serving:  FUMC Jarrell 
Spouse:  Kirsten Prud’homme 
Children:  Caitlin Prud’homme, Rachel Prud’homme, Jack Prud’homme 
Sponsors: Rev. Lee Trigg, Rev. Kissa Vaughn 

 

 

Tina Robinson Schramme 
College:  Angelo State University, University of North Texas  
Seminary:  Brite Divinity School 
Home Church:  First Methodist Mansfield 
Presently Serving:  First Methodist Mansfield 
Spouse:  Gene Schramme 
Children:  Parker Schramme, Grayson Schramme 
Sponsors: Rev. David Alexander, Rev. Mike Ramsdell 

 

 

Nicholas Wade Scott 
College:  Texas A & M University  
Seminary:  Brite Divinity School 
Home Church:  FUMC Arlington 
Presently Serving:  Arborlawn UMC 
Children:  William Kade Scott 
Sponsors: Rev. Chris Mesa, Rev. Kyle Roberson 

 

 

Zachary Paul Stiefel 
College:  Oklahoma State University  
Seminary:  Brite Divinity School 
Home Church:  White’s Chapel UMC 
Presently Serving:  FUMC Corsicana 
Spouse:  Cheryl Stiefel 
Sponsors: Dr. Steven Bell, Rev. Jason Valendy 

 

 
 

 



EPISCOPAL LEADERSHIP 
Bishop Mike Lowry, Resident Bishop 

Bishop Janice Huie 

OPENING WORSHIP 

Liturgists 
Rev. Fred Bates, Dr. Leah Hidde-Gregory 
Rev. Erin Jackson, Rev. Philip Rhodes 

Musical Soloists & Ensembles 
Soloists: 
Isaac Foreman, Organist 

Ensembles: 
Keyboard Praise 
Debby Barkey and Linda Pritchett 

The Greater Tarrant Men’s Choir 
Made up of men from FUMC Hurst,  
FUMC Fort Worth, and Arborlawn UMC 
Michael Dean, Conductor 

FUMC Hurst Music Ensembles 
Chancel Choir 
Patricia Neighbors, Director  

Women’s Ensemble 
Ashley Ghent, Judy Nodecker, Wendy Jenkins, 
Jennifer Nielsen, Susan Rush, Denise Hampton 

Flute Ensemble 
Katie Dupre, Julie Meyer, Heather Macchieto, 
Kim Berardi 

String Trio 
Ashlie, Willow and Rose Skidmore 

Vocal Quartet 
Ashley Ghent, Denise Hampton, Will Swinney, 
Ruben Romero 

COMMISSIONING & ORDINATION 

Liturgists 
Rev. Amy Anderson, Mike Ford, Dr. Chris Hayes 
Rev. Kay Lancaster, Rev. Chris Mesa, Jeff Roper 
Rev. Ramon Smith, Rev. Estee Valendy 

Musical Soloists and Ensembles 
Soloists: 
Jason Chavarria, soloist; Ken Surley, Organist

Ensembles: 
FUMC Grapevine Mariachi Praise Band 
Rev. Armando Alvarado, Director 
Ángel Valadez, Matías Valadez, Miko Sesmas,  
Jaír Juárez, Jeremy Macias, Sebastián Vásquez 
Instructors: Cecy Ariaza and Cristina Cerda 

Combined Choirs of FUMC Grapevine  
and William C. Martin UMC & Orchestra 
Jason Chavarría (FUMC Hurst), Director 
Caleb Bennetch (Wm. C. Martin UMC), Director 
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