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Monday Lunch Devotional: Community 
 
Before sharing the scripture, ask if someone can remember what happened in the 
scripture reading this morning. (Luke 10:25-29. Jesus was asked “What must I do to 
gain eternal life?” After answering, Jesus was asked “And who is my neighbor?”)  
 
Scripture 
Luke 10:30-37 (CEB) continuing the Scripture reading from the morning. 
 
Jesus replied, “A man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho. He encountered thieves, 
who stripped him naked, beat him up, and left him near death.  Now it just so happened 
that a priest was also going down the same road. When he saw the injured man, he 
crossed over to the other side of the road and went on his way. Likewise, a Levite came 
by that spot, saw the injured man, and crossed over to the other side of the road and 
went on his way.  A Samaritan, who was on a journey, came to where the man was. But 
when he saw him, he was moved with compassion.  The Samaritan went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, tending them with oil and wine. Then he placed the wounded 
man on his own donkey, took him to an inn, and took care of him.  The next day, he 
took two full days’ worth of wages and gave them to the innkeeper. He said, ‘Take care 
of him, and when I return, I will pay you back for any additional costs.’  What do you 
think? Which one of these three was a neighbor to the man who encountered thieves?” 
 
Then the legal expert said, “The one who demonstrated mercy toward him.” 
 
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 
Discussion 

 Who are the characters in this story?  
o A victim, a priest, a Levite (who is a member of a sect of religious, political, 

and educational leaders), a Samaritan (an outsider)  
 What is Jesus revealing here?  
 What does this tell us about who our neighbors are? 
 Thinking back to our question earlier today, are there ways you think God would 

challenge your definition of neighbor?  
 Consider your normal settings (school or work, your community, etc). Which 

neighbors do you need to be more aware of?  
 
Close in Prayer 
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Tuesday Lunch Devotional: Cloud of Witnesses 
 
Scripture 
Hebrews 12:1-2 (CEB) 

So then, with endurance, let’s also run the race that is laid out in front of us, since we 
have such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us. Let’s throw off any extra baggage, 
get rid of the sin that trips us up, and fix our eyes on Jesus, faith’s pioneer and 
perfecter. He endured the cross, ignoring the shame, for the sake of the joy that was 
laid out in front of him, and sat down at the right side of God’s throne. 

 

Discussion 
 This morning we started talking about this scripture. Ask if someone can remind 

us what was shared. 
 This afternoon we are going to talk about the ‘cloud of witnesses’ the scripture 

talks about. Ask if anyone has another way they would phrase “cloud of 
witnesses.” 

 Have them think for a bit about the cloud of witnesses in their lives, whether living 
or deceased, that have made an impact on them.  Ask folks to share about one 
person each, as they feel comfortable. Ask if they can share something that 
person taught them, or if they would share about the example that person sets 
for them.  

 

Prayer 
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Wednesday Lunch Devotional: Obstacles 
 
Scripture 
Luke 5:17-20  
One day when Jesus was teaching, Pharisees and legal experts were sitting nearby. 
They had come from every village in Galilee and Judea, and from Jerusalem. Now the 
power of the Lord was with Jesus to heal.  Some men were bringing a man who was 
paralyzed, lying on a cot. They wanted to carry him in and place him before Jesus, but 
they couldn’t reach him because of the crowd. So they took him up on the roof and 
lowered him—cot and all—through the roof tiles into the crowded room in front of Jesus. 
When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” 
. 
 
Discussion 

 What happens in this story?  
 What obstacles did the friends of the paralyzed man face?  
 As one of these friends, how might you have responded?  
 What about the paralyzed man? What type of obstacles might he have faced?  
 What do you think it might have taken for this man to be willing to go see Jesus? 

And then to be willing to be carried unto the roof and lowered before Jesus?  
 What does this scripture teach us about encountering obstacles?  
 If time allows, discuss obstacles your team has encountered while completing 

missions this week. How has your team responded to them?  

 

Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

Thursday Lunch Devotional: What Trips Us Up 
Luke 19: 1-10 CEB   

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through town. A man there named Zacchaeus, 
a ruler among tax collectors, was rich.  He was trying to see who Jesus was, but, being 
a short man, he couldn’t because of the crowd.  So he ran ahead and climbed up a 
sycamore tree so he could see Jesus, who was about to pass that way.  When Jesus 
came to that spot, he looked up and said, “Zacchaeus, come down at once. I must stay 
in your home today.”  So Zacchaeus came down at once, happy to welcome Jesus. 

Everyone who saw this grumbled, saying, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” 

Zacchaeus stopped and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my possessions to 
the poor. And if I have cheated anyone, I repay them four times as much.” 

Jesus said to him, “Today, salvation has come to this household because he too is a 
son of Abraham.  The Human One came to seek and save the lost.” 

 

 

Discuss: 

 What happens in this scripture? 
 What things does Zacchaeus give away that had been tripping him up?  
 What might still trip Zacchaeus up that he will have to continue to work on? 

o (Perhaps how his neighbors view him? Perhaps as he adjusts living with 
less material items that he had grown accustomed to?)  

 Ask everyone to consider this question: What things have been tripping you up 
that you may need to lay aside/give up? After folks have had a chance to think 
about their personal answer, ask If anyone feels comfortable sharing with the 
group.  

 

Prayer 
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Friday Lunch Devotional: Momentum 

 
Scripture 
Hebrews 12:1-2 (Contemporary English Bible) 

So then, with endurance, let’s also run the race that is laid out in front of us, since we 
have such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us. Let’s throw off any extra baggage, 
get rid of the sin that trips us up, and fix our eyes on Jesus, faith’s pioneer and 
perfecter. He endured the cross, ignoring the shame, for the sake of the joy that was 
laid out in front of him, and sat down at the right side of God’s throne. 

Discussion 

 Earlier this week, we looked at this scripture as we considered our mentors. 
Today we are looking at this scripture again, this time to consider our 
momentum. What does this scripture tell us about momentum?  

 Ask everyone to consider the week we have had. Ask each person to think about 
a lesson they learned this week – maybe it was from a devotional or worship, 
maybe it was while we were doing work, or maybe it was through quiet reflection.  

 This morning we talked about momentum. Once started, the nature of 
momentum is to continue, build and increase. What have you started this week 
that you want to keep the momentum behind?   

 What might get in the way of that?  
 What will help keep the momentum going?  

 

Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


