
Writing Your Plan for Returning to In-Person Worship 
 

 
 
To help ensure you are adequately prepared to safely reopen for in-person worship, please 
answer the following and use your answers as a checklist for developing your written plan. 
 

• What will social distancing look like in your worship space?  How will you ensure 
people are six feet apart and that there is no congregating?  (i.e. no coffee pot where 
people gather, no greeting time, no handshakes or hugs, new ways of doing 
sacraments, etc.)  

  
• How will you ensure good hygiene of your congregation?  Where will hand sanitizer 

stations be? How will you encourage people to use their elbow to cover coughs, and 
not touching their face?  Who will tell folks they must sanitize their hands and wear a 
mask before entering the building?  

  
• Who will be responsible for environmental cleanliness and sanitization between 

services? How will you clean and disinfect areas? What products will you use?  What 
schedule will you follow? 

  
• Will you have your restrooms open?  The Governor is recommending that we not 

have public restrooms at this time.  
  

• How will you encourage all attendees who are 65 and above to stay at home?  Who 
will be responsible for explaining, why they cannot attend a worship service when they 
show up?  Will you provide a “senior service” exclusively for attendees 65 and above to 
attend in person? 

  
• Who will be responsible for telling all attendees who have an underlying at-risk 

health condition to stay home and watch the services online? 
  

• What accommodations will be made for ushers and greeters to use gloves and 
masks?  Do not use printed bulletins which could would be handled by multiple 
people.   
  

• How will you make sure everyone who enters the building has a mask on?  Will you 
provide masks?  Is there someone in your church who can make those?   How will they 
be cleaned after use? 

  



• What are you going to do about those who show up with children in need of 
childcare? Childcare should not be available, unless the house of worship can comply 
with CDC guidelines for child care facilities. 

  
• How will it be communicated that attendees sit with their family unit, use social 

distancing between each unit?  Will you need to add more service times to facilitate 
distancing. 

  
• What plan will be used by the pastor to dismiss attendees by family unit, 

maintaining social distancing? 
  

• How will offerings be collected and counted to ensure the safety of your counters? 
Currency is a carrier of the virus, you will need to have a centralized collection box, 
no passing the plate. 
 

• What will be the plan for the sacraments?   How can you administered them without 
attendees having to touch the same surfaces and objects? 

 


