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Please silence all mobile devices. 
 
Prelude O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

 
 
 

  

The congregation will read the bold text. 
 

*Call to Worship Mrs. Darlene Alfred 

Leader: And are we yet alive, 
People: And see each other’s face?  
Leader: Glory and thanks to Jesus give,  
People: For his almighty grace. 
 
Leader: For every calling, every candidate, every face;  
People: Glory and thanks to Jesus give for his almighty grace. 

 
*Processional 
Holy, Holy, Holy UMH 64 

 

*Greetings & Opening Prayer Rev. Bryan Dalco 

We come together to praise God, to hear the Holy Word, and to seek for ourselves and others the 
power, presence and direction of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

People: Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit you gave to your apostles many excellent 
gifts. Give your grace to all servants of your church, that we may with diligence and faithfulness 
fulfill our various ministries. Grant that we your people may follow where you lead, perfect our 
ministries and live in joyful obedience to your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

Recognition of Common Ministry and 
Reaffirmation of the Baptismal Covenant 

Bishop Mike Lowry 

Ministry is the work of God, done by the people of God. Through baptism all Christians are made part 
of the priesthood of all believers, the church, Christ’s body, made visible in the world. We all share in 
Christ’s ministry of love and service for the redemption of the human family and the whole of 
creation. 
 

 
Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry, I call upon all God’s people gathered here: 
 

 

 



 

 

As water is poured the Bishop says:  

Remember you are baptized, and be thankful. 
 
We reaffirm our baptism and our common call to ministry. Thanks be to God! 
 

 

 PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES 
*Candidates stand as their name is read 

 
Bishop Lowry:  Who presents these candidates to be ordained, commissioned or recognized? 
 
Mrs. Darlene Alfred, Conference Lay Leader: Would all laity stand and join in saying: 
 
People: We have recommended them in our local congregations. We present them with our 
prayers and support. 
 
Rev. Bryan Dalco, Chairperson, Board of Ordained Ministry: Would all members of the Board of 
Ordained Ministry stand and join in saying: 
 
Board of Ordained Ministry: We have examined these candidates according to the standards of 
our Discipline and the Central Texas Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church. We 
present them with our prayers and support. 
 
Rev. Estee Valendy, Order of Elders Chair: Would all Elders in Full Connection stand and join in 
saying: 
 
Elders in Full Connection: We present Johnny Brower, Marianne Brown-Trigg, Gene Bryson, Nick 
Hamilton, Don Moore, Shea Reyenga, Sam Robbins, and Kristin Warthen for ordination as elder. 
 
We present them with our prayers and support. 
 
Rev. Fred Bates, Conference Registrar: Would all members of the Board of Ordained Ministry stand 
and join in saying: 
 
Board of Ordained Ministry: We present Seung Ho Bang, Lauren Christenberry, Kevin Gregory, and 
Jake Wade for commissioning as provisional members preparing for ordained ministry as elders. 
And we present Sarah Boyette and Sarah Garza for commissioning as provisional members 
preparing for ordained ministry as deacons.  We present them with our prayers and support. 
 

 
Affirmation of Candidates Bishop Mike Lowry 

After all the candidates have been presented, they remain standing, and the bishop says: 

These persons are by God’s grace to be ordained or commissioned for set apart ministry in Christ’s Holy 
Church. Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them have discerned that they are persons of 
sound learning and of Christian character, who possess the necessary signs of God’s grace, and have 
demonstrated a profound commitment to serve Jesus Christ. Therefore, they believe them to be duly 
called to serve God. 
 

We ask you, people of God, to declare your assent to the ordination or commissioning of these persons. 
 



 

 

 
Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace, to be ordained or commissioned? 
 
We do! Thanks be to God! 
 

Will you uphold them in their ministry? 
 

With God’s help, we will. 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

Reading of the Word Ezekiel 37:1-10 (NRSV) Rev. Erin Jackson 

Anthem 
Days of Elijah 

 FUMC Waco 

Reading of the Word                            Revelation 20:1-8 (NRSV) 

Sermon                                     “On a Quest for the Real Thing” 

              Rev. Beverly Connelly 

                   Bishop Mike Lowry 

 

Offertory Prayer                    Dr. Clifton Howard  

 
The 2021 Central Texas Annual Conference Offering will go to support Methodist Justice Ministry (MJM) 

and Justice for Our Neighbors (JFON).  These two organizations are focused on working with, helping, and 
ministering to some of the most vulnerable and marginalized members of our society, children and families dealing 
with domestic abuse, and immigrants. All offerings received in-person, electronically, or mailed to the Conference 

Office during AC21 will be split between the two organizations. Methodist Justice Ministry began in 2006 “to 
provide light and hope to victims of traumatic domestic violence and neglect.” Their work provides free legal 

representation and ongoing support to mothers and children and leads victims of abuse out of fear, abuse, and 
violence and into safe, nurturing, and productive new lives. Justice For Our Neighbors offers free and affordable, 

high-quality immigration legal services, provides education to the public, and engages in advocacy with and for our 
immigrant neighbors. Legal services are provided by a licensed immigration attorney who remains with their case 

until relief is granted or all avenues are exhausted.   
 
 

Musical Response 
Goodness of God 

Doxology 

FUMC Waco 

UMH #95 

GENERAL EXAMINATION 
The candidates and all clergy stand and the bishop addresses them. 

 

My sisters and brothers in Christ, you have been called to be ordained or commissioned in set apart 
ministry. The church now confirms your calling. As ordained or commissioned ministers, you are to be 
coworkers with all the people of God:  With laity, bishops, elders, deacons, local pastors, provisional 
members, diaconal ministers, deaconesses, home missioners, supply pastors, with all who serve God in 
the Church. 
 

Remember, you are called to serve rather than to be served, to proclaim the faith of the church and no 
other, to look after the concerns of God above all. So we may know you believe yourselves to be called 
by God and that you profess the Christian faith, we ask you: Do you believe that God has called you to 



 

 

the life and work of ordained or licensed ministry? 
 
I do so believe. 
 
Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit and confess Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Savior? 
 
I do so believe and confess. 
 
Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments contain all things necessary for 
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ and are the unique and authoritative standard for the church’s 
faith and life? 
 
I am so persuaded, by God’s grace. 
 
Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures, and with the help of the Holy Spirit 
continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you?  
 
I will, with the help of God. 
 
Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of Christ? 
 
I will, with the help of God. 
 
Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in Jesus Christ, to participate 
in the life and work of the community, and to seek peace, justice and freedom for all people? 
 
I will, with the help of God. 
 
Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, accepting and upholding its order, liturgy, doctrine 
and discipline, defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word, and committing yourself 
to be accountable with those serving with you, and to the bishop and those who are appointed to 
supervise your ministry? 
 
I will, with the help of God. 
 
Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, covenant to participate in the life of the order, 
[fellowship, or membership] into which you are ordained, commissioned, received or recognized? Will 
you give yourself to God through the order [or fellowship] in order to sustain and build each other up in 
prayer, study, worship and service under the rule of life set forth in the vows you take this day? 
 
I will, with the help of God. 
 
May God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you grace to perform them, that the work 
begun in you may be brought to perfection.  
 
Amen. 
 

Candidates remain standing. The Bishop calls the people to pray. 
 

Let us offer a few moments of silent prayer for these persons to be commissioned or ordained by God 
and the Church. 
 

The people pray in silence, and the Bishop concludes: 
 

We give you thanks, Living God, that in your great love you sent Jesus Christ, your only begotten Son, 
to take the form of a servant of all. You have taught us, by His word and example, that whoever would 
be great among us must be servant of all.  
 



 

 

Give to these your servants the grace and power they need to serve you in this ministry. Make them 
faithful pastors, patient teachers, humble servants and wise counselors. Enable them to serve without 
reproach, to proclaim the gospel of salvation and to offer with all your people spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Musical Response 
Here I am Lord, verse 1 & chorus  

FUMC Waco 

During the hymn, those being commissioned come forward. 
 
Examination of Provisional Members 

The bishop examines the candidates for commissioning: 

A provisional member is bound to the service of God, appointed and supervised by the bishop and 
guided by ordained and lay colleagues in the Board of Ordained Ministry, as they continue to grow in 
grace and to practice and perfect their skills in the ministries to which they may later be ordained as 
deacon or elder. This is the rule of life and work of a provisional member. Do you believe that God has 
called you to continue your preparation toward ordained ministry in this way? 
 
I do so believe.  
 
Will you join with other provisional members for mutual support in the practice of leadership among the 
people of God? 
 
With God’s help, I will. 

 

Commissioning 
 

[Name], I commission you to be a faithful servant leader among the people, to proclaim the good news 
of Jesus Christ, to announce the reign of God, and to equip the church for ministry, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Hymn 
Here I am Lord. verse 2 & chorus 

 

 
During the music, those being commissioned may return to their seats.  

Examination of Deacon Candidates 
Although there are no deacon candidates being ordained as full members this year, it is appropriate to pause and 

give thanks for the work and ministry of deacons on this 25th anniversary of the order. 
 

The Elder candidates come forward. 
 

Examination of Elder Candidates 
 

The Bishop examines the Elder candidate(s), saying: 
 

An elder is called to share in the ministry of Christ and of the whole church: to preach and teach the 
Word of God and faithfully administer the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion; to lead the 
people of God in worship and prayer; to lead persons to faith in Jesus Christ; to exercise pastoral 
supervision, to order the life of the congregation and the connection, to counsel the troubled, and 
declare the forgiveness of sin; to lead the people of God in obedience to Christ’s mission in the world; 
to seek justice, peace, and freedom for all people; and to take a responsible place in the government 
of the Church and in service in and to the community. This is the rule of life and work of an elder. Do 



 

 

you believe that God has called you to the life and work of an elder? 
 

I do so believe. 
 

Will you, for the sake of the Church’s life and mission, covenant to participate in the Order of Elders?  
Will you give yourself to God through the Order of Elders in order to sustain and build each other up in 
prayer, study, worship and service? 
 
I will, with the help of God, and the help of my sisters and brothers in the Order of Elders. 
 
Laying on of Hands for Elders 

 

Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for silent prayer during the laying on of hands.  One by 
one the candidates go to the bishop and kneel.  While the hands are imposed, the Bishop prays: 

 
Almighty God, pour upon [name of candidate] the Holy Spirit for the office and work of an Elder. 
[Name of Candidate], take authority as an Elder in The United Methodist Church to preach the Word of 
God and to administer the Holy Sacraments. 
 

After the laying on of hands and prayer for the Holy Spirit, those being ordained as elders will receive a stole. 
 

Recognition of Orders 
Although there are no candidates whose orders are to be recognized this year, it is appropriate to pause and give 
thanks for the work and ministry of those whose orders have been recognized and who serve faithfully among us. 

 
Hymn 
Here I am Lord, Verse 3 & Chorus  

 

During the music, those who are being ordained Elder may return to their seats. 

 
SENDING FORTH 

*Dismissal with Blessing Bishop Mike Lowry 

Let us pray. We thank you, gracious God, for raising up among us faithful servants. Clothe them with 
your righteousness, and grant that we, with them, may glorify you by giving ourselves to others through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 
 

Bishop: Go in peace to serve God and your neighbor in all that you do. 
 
People: We are sent in Christ’s name. Thanks be to God!  
 
Bishop: (from Jude 24-25, NRSV) Now to him who is able to keep you from falling, and to make you 
stand without blemish in the presence of his glory with rejoicing, to the only God our Savior, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and authority, before all time and now and forever. 
Amen.   
 
People: Amen. 
 
Recessional 
Lead On, O King Eternal 

Postlude 
Here I am, Lord  

 

 



 

 

The Symbols of Commissioning and Ordination 
 

In the service of commissioning and ordination, the primary sign and act is the laying on of hands.  The laying on 
of hands is an ancient practice continuing through the life of the Church.  Beginning in the Acts of the Apostles, 
we find Barnabas, Simeon, Lucius and Saul being led by the Holy Spirit, and the church in Antioch responded. 
“Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.” (Acts 13:3) The laying on of 
hands and prayer invoke the Spirit to be active in the person for the office to which God has called them. 
 
To all those being commissioned, a copy of The United Methodist Book of Worship is given. The gift of The United 
Methodist Book of Worship reminds those commissioned as Elder and Deacon that they are called to lead the 
faithful in worship. 
 
Those being ordained receive a stole. The stole historically reminded those being ordained that they are yoked to 
Christ as a servant to the Church.  
 
These symbols of ordination and commissioning are visual reminders given by the Church to remind each one 
called to ordained ministry of God’s intimate call on their life.  It is by the grace of God these individuals have 
been called to serve Christ’s holy Church in ordered ministry. 
 

 



 

 

PROVISIONAL MEMBERS 
 

 

 

 

 

Seung Ho Bang 
College:                     Methodist Theological University, Seoul, Korea 

Seminary:                  Candler School of Theology 

Home Church:           Korean United Methodist Church of Waco, TX 

Presently Serving:     Korean United Methodist Church of Waco, TX 

Spouse:                     Eun Rye Lee 

Children:                   Timothy Bang 

   
  Sarah Melissa Boyette 

College:                      University of Texas at Arlington 

Seminary:                   Brite Divinity School 

Home Church:            Saginaw UMC, FUMC Hurst 

Presently Serving:      FUMC Hurst 

Spouse:                      Adam W. Boyette 

Children:                    Claire Elaine Boyette, Paul William Boyette 

 
 
Lauren Elizabeth Christenberry 
College:                   University of Texas at Arlingon 

Seminary:                Brite Divinity School 

Home Church:         Keller UMC 

Presently Serving:   Keller UMC 

Spouse:                   Jackson Christenberry 

 
   
   
  Sarah Jean Garza 

College:                      Texas Christian University 

Seminary:                   Perkins School of Theology 

Home Church:            University UMC 

Presently Serving:      FUMC Hurst 

Spouse:                      Robert A. Garza 

Children:                    Robert J. Garza & Claire Garza 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Provisional Members contd. 
 

Kevin Blake Gregory 
    College:                       Southwestern University 

    Seminary:                    The University of Chicago Divinity School  

    Home Church:              First United Methodist Church, Georgetown, TX 

    Presently Serving:        Joyful Spirit UMC – Wadena, MN 

    Fiancé:                         Kate Gerike 

     

      

     

  Jacob Paul Wade 
  College:                        McMurry University 

    Seminary:                     United Theological Seminary 

    Home Church:              Aldersgate UMC 

    Presently Serving:        Springtown/Poolville UMC 

    Spouse:                         Kelsie Wade 

    Children:                       Roxie Wade & Eliza Wade 

      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
ELDERS IN FULL CONNECTION 

 

 

 John Ridge Brower, IV  
College:                   Texas Wesleyan University  
Seminary:                Brite Divinity School  
Home Church:         King Memorial UMC  
Presently Serving:   Hutto Discovery United Methodist Church  
Spouse:                   Holly Brower  
Children:                 Charlie Brower 

Sponsors:                Rev. Dave Brower & Tina Brower 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Marianne Teresa Brown-Trigg 
College:                   Southwestern University 

Seminary:                Brite Divinity School 

Home Church:          Epworth UMC 

Presently Serving:    Denton Wesley Foundation 

Spouse:                    Andrew Brown-Trigg 

Children:                  Cindy, Chelsey, and Charlotte Brown-Trigg 

Sponsors:                 Rev. Leslie Byrd & Rev. Alan McGrath 

                             

Eugene Wathen Bryson, III 
College:                     Louisiana Tech University 

Seminary:                  Perkins School of Theology 

Home Church:            First United Methodist Church, Shreveport, LA 

Presently Serving:      Lorena UMC 

Spouse:                      Stephanie Roe Bryson 

Children:                   Connor Bryson & Cameron Bryson 

Sponsors:                   Judge Eugene W. Bryson, Sr. & Dr. John McKellar     

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Elders in Full Connection contd. 
 

Nicholas Paul Hamilton                    

College:                        Texas Christian University   

Seminary:                     Brite Divinity School 

Home Church:              Arborlawn UMC 

Presently Serving:        Cahill/Grace UMC 

Spouse:                        Madison Hamilton 

Sponsors:                     Rev. Dave Brower & Rev. Brady Johnston 

 

 

Don V. Moore, Jr. 
College:                        University of North Texas 

Seminary:                     Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary 

Home Church:              First United Methodist Church of McKinney 

Presently Serving:        First United Methodist Church of Hico 

Spouse:                        Wynn Moore 

Sponsors:                     Dr. Tommy Brummett & Dr. Lisa Neslony 

 

 

 

Shea William Reyenga 
College:                        Baylor University 

Seminary:                     Perkins School of Theology 

Home Church:              First United Methodist Church of Mansfield, TX 

Presently Serving:        First United Methodist Church of Mansfield, TX 

Spouse:                        Lindsey Reyenga 

Children:                      Max Reyenga 

Sponsors:                     Rev. David Alexander & Rev. Bryan Dalco 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Elders in Full Connection contd. 

 

Samuel David Robbins 
College:                        University of Arkansas 

Seminary:                     Perkins School of Theology 

Home Church:              Marvin UMC 

Presently Serving:        Whites Chapel UMC 

Spouse:                         Hannah Robbins 

Sponsors:                      Dr. John McKellar & Dr. John Robbins 

 

  

 

 

Kristin Nicole Warthen 
College:                         Howard Payne University 

Seminary:                      Brite Divinity School 

Home Church:                Saginaw UMC 

Presently Serving:          Whites Chapel UMC 

Spouse:                          Joshua Warthen 

Children:                        Mikayla Warthen & Catherine Warthen 

Sponsors:                        Dr. Bob Holloway & Rev. Ginger Watson 

 

 
 
 

 
 






