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Jenny Johnson 
2711 Harder Dr. 
Arlington, TX 76016 
 

(817) 913-5079 
jmjohnson96@hotmail.com 
 

First UMC, Fort Worth 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The ‘open table’ policy that we practice during Holy Communion is the best thing about The United 
Methodist Church. As one of the sacraments, Holy Communion is an opportunity for anyone to experience 
Jesus’ love and grace. I believe that Jesus is always reaching out to humankind, so whether or not someone 
has a personal relationship with Jesus at the time they take communion doesn’t really matter; Jesus still 
meets them where they are every time they take communion. Jesus died for all, not just for those who were 
and are disciples. 

 

Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a 
delegate to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
The United Methodist Church does a lot of things well, but one thing that could use improvement is the 
diversity in ages present at all conference levels. I will be a seminary student during the 2020 General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences, and as a 23-year-old young woman, pursuing ministry, I would like to have a 
voice and vote for the future of the church that I hope to serve. The United Methodist Church will never be 
perfect, because it’s made up of imperfect people, but I would love the opportunity to try to make it the 
absolute best it can be. 
 

How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I graduate May 4th from Oklahoma City University (UM affiliated) with my bachelor’s degree in Religious 
Education; the last four years of my life have very much been devoted to learning ministry in The United 
Methodist Church inside and out. I have always looked forward to coming home to be at First UMC Fort 
Worth. I often serve as lay reader, and love being a part of worship through serving communion. I have also 
served as the Youth Ministry Intern over the summer in 2017, 2018, and will serve again this summer. I plug 
myself in where ever I can. 

 
 

 

Robert Moore 
6036 Costen Lane 
Fort Worth, TX 76114 
 

(817) 349-9687 
bassinbob2@outlook.com 
 

Arlington Heights UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The church is open and welcoming to all those who would come to worship and give thanks to our God. 
 

Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a 
delegate to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I am concerned some are losing sight of our shared mission: to make disciples of single Jesus Christ from 
ALL those who seek Him.  We must rededicate ourselves to the policy of “Open hearts, open doors!” 
 

How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
Joined Methodist Church 5 years ago. Currently participate in KAIROS Prison Ministry (and its 24-week 
follow-up program, Knights of the 21st Century.)  Monthly visits to KAIROS Prayer and Share, TDC--Estes 
Unit. Serve as a Stephen Minister to our congregation and work with Catholic Charities and Cancer Care, a 
program for cancer victims and survivors.  Teach Sunday School and an occasional Bible Study.  Attended 
Ann Central Texas Conference as Voting Delegate twice. 

 



 

Mike Ford 
8906 Hickory Hill Dr 
Granbury, TX 76049 
 

(254) 396-3484 
mford518220@gmail.com 
 

First UMC, Glen Rose 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
Although we, as a denomination, have not recently modeled it well, our theology still focuses on Grace in all its 
facets.  I believe it is that concept of grace that separates United Methodists from other denominations. 
 

Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
My focus is upon the jurisdictional election of our new Bishop, which will have the greatest impact on the CTC for 
the next decade.  As a member of the appointive Cabinet, I have a unique insight into the traits that best serve our 
conference, focusing on the continued representation of laity on the Cabinet. 
 

How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
As Conference Lay Leader, I have had the privilege of serving on the Cabinet with full voice and vote.  That 
inclusion has given me a wide-ranging view of exactly what is or is not happening within the CTC.  I'm very 
familiar with the issues we face as a conference. 

 
 

 

Pattie Wood 
15701 White Settlement 
Fort Worth, TX 76108 
 

(817) 480-1093 
pattiewood@ctcumc.org 
 

Aledo UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The United Methodist Church today, as it always has, honors Christ as the center of our faith, and grace as an 
expression of the salvation we are offered and can offer others. Although I was not raised in the UMC, the open-
mindedness of the denomination that encourages questions, thoughtfulness and growth in our personal faith 
development was how I found my church home in The United Methodist Church. 
 

Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I am submitting my application to serve as a CTC delegate to 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences after 
ignoring the Call since 2012. In both 2012 and 2016, I completed but did not submit my application to be 
considered to serve as a part of the CTC delegation. Since my child is in college and my job responsibilities have 
changed, I now have the availability and time for the commitment it takes to serve as a delegate. I am finally 
answering God's call to serve in this capacity. 
 

How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
As Methodists, we are to give of our prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. After eleven years working in 
the Office of the Bishop, I now work in the East District office. In my local church, I taught youth Sunday School 
and college Sunday School; I currently mentor a college-age group and teach adult Sunday School. Additionally, I 
serve on committees in my local church. 

 

 

  



 

Elaine Anderson 
842 Goforth Road 
Fort Worth, TX 76126 
 

(817) 939-7356 
elaineanderson33@gmail.com 
 

Arborlawn UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The best thing about UMC today is the people (both local and global) who work together to make disciples of 
Christ and carry out missions to reach those who are in need or have not heard the good news. The UMC has so 
much to offer both in the US and globally. We must "do no harm, "do good" and "stay in love with God". I believe 
the UMC can continue strong in these principles even though there is turmoil at the present time. 
 

Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I have been a member since 1980 (Overton Park) and I have served in a number of positions since then 
including: Chair of Finance at OPUMC, Chair of Children’s Center Committee, Member of CTC Foundation Board 
(prior to dissolution), and Treasurer and founding member of AUMC Foundation.  I recently retired from Texas 
Health Resources and have more time to devote to leadership within AUMC.  I have desire to be a part of the 
solution for the UMC going forward and feel I can contribute due to my background and as a longtime member.  I 
love the UMC and AUMC. 
 

How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
Treasurer of AUMC Foundation, Member of AUMC Leadership Council, attend bible study sessions, active in 
Sunday School, member of Finance Committee.  Now that I am retired, I have more time to devote to various 
activities both with the local church, the conference and nationally. 

 
 

 

Jenna Reinke 
308 W. Briar Circle 
Crowley, TX 76036 
 

(512) 461-0412 
crowleyyouth@gmail.com 
 

First UMC, Crowley 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The best thing about the Methodist church today is our call to justice. The work our denomination is doing 
throughout the world is incredibly valuable and important and must continue. The second-best thing about the 
United Methodist Church is our connection system. I am a born and raised United Methodist and hold fast to our 
theology. I have been a faithful member of not just the United Methodist Church but also our CTC. Our connection 
allows us to be a global denomination that seeks justice, offers grace and strives to makes disciples for the 
transformation of the world. 
 

Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I feel called to serve as a delegate to 2020 because I am passionate about our Global Church and its future. I've 
spent great time speaking with and learning from friends and colleagues that were delegates for 2016 and 2019 
and now have a greater understanding of the processes of our denomination and the commitment required.  I am 
committed to listening and further building relationships throughout our conference in order to fully represent us at 
the 2020 General Conference. 
 

How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
Currently, I am serving as a full time Director of Family and Youth Ministries. I am also active in the conference 
through my participation in CCYM, Mid-winter, Chrysalis and various mission opportunities including being a 
teacher for UMW Mission U. I attended the Conference Young Adult Mission Experience to Africa in 2017, the 
Jurisdictional Youth Gathering in 2017 and was an adult chaperone to Global Young Peoples Convocation in 
South Africa in 2018.  I strive to fully live out my membership vows by my prayers, my presence, my gifts and my 
service. 



 

 

Thane Arther 
805 Scarlet Sage Court 
Fort Worth, TX 76112 
 

(817) 229-6767 
tra0959@gmail.com 
 

Edge Park UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The United Methodist Church is a church that has always celebrated its diversity. It is found in rural and urban 
areas. Members include people from all races, ages, different backgrounds and income levels. Currently, though 
the UMC has continued to show growth, we are at a "stepping-stone" in decisions that could change the future of 
the church. Though division may be inevitable the UMC and its members will "see this through" and remain "the 
church" as it has done in the past - focusing on its rich heritage, the conviction of its members and, above all, the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
For many years I have considered expressing my interest in being a delegate to General and Jurisdictional 
Conference. The main reason I haven't was due to age/maturity, parental and professional obligations and other 
conflicts which would have prohibited my full participation. At this time in my life I now have the time, capabilities 
and desire to make known publicly my interest to serve as a delegate. I would offer a new, fresh perspective as a 
delegate with the understanding that each delegate must be open to "hearing" and "learning" from other 
delegates—yet standing firm in his/her own conviction. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
At nearly 60 years old I have spent over 45 years either serving on local, district and conference committees, 
volunteering or employed by numerous CTC churches, employed by the Central Texas Methodist Conference, 
married to an ordained Clergy/District Superintendent, Annual Conference delegate too many times to count and 
teaching in numerous CTC churches. I was a "Local Pastor" serving for six years before realizing my "call" to 
ministry was not as an "ordained" clergy. However, I still consider myself a "minister" - a "let's sit down and have a 
cup of coffee" minister. Many times that's what people really need! 

 
 

 

Julie Fuschak 
303 W. Sequoia Spur 
Georgetown, TX 78628 
 

(512) 863-7024 
julieaccf@yahoo.com 
 

First UMC. Georgetown 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The UMC reaches out to serve communities: from local to international. By sharing Jesus' love, the church has a 
heart for people in need.  John Wesley laid this foundation for the church as he started free health clinics and 
schools. He insisted members should visit and care for poor people.  My local UMC is involved in ministries via 
local schools and nonprofits that serve persons with low wages.  We all  are filled with a "Divine Spirit calling us to 
live as Jesus lived: caring and compassionate".  The UMC calls me to this work and sets the example 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
Since 1998 at Georgetown UMC, I have learned much about the Central Texas Conference by being a lay leader 
and by being on the DCOM committee.  All our Church connections are to be valued.  We all are aware of the 
current situation which needs addressing to bring healing and peace to our church.  My guide is John Wesley who 
wrote: "Though we cannot all think alike, may we not all love alike?  May we not be of one heart?" If I can model 
that, perhaps I can be of positive service to the United Methodist Church. 



 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I am on the District Committee on Ordination and am South District Social Action Coordinator for the United 
Methodist Women.  One recent project I led: informing women of the 2019 Tx. Legislature bills on matters of 
social justice that need their voice as to pass or not.  As a former missionary to Mexico City, I value the UMC 
Justice For our Neighbors program as the local volunteer for clinics. 

 
 

 

Mariah Brown 
1201 Wesleyan Street #776 
Fort Worth, TX 76105 
 

(682) 248-1321 
mbrown@edgeparkumc.org 
 

Crowley UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The best thing about the Methodist Church right now  is how much work we do within the world. We help in so 
many places when things happen. Like with UMCOR we help in all kinds of disasters. If that means sending 
people out there to help clean up or sending supplies. We always have some kind of hand out there helping. I am 
proud to say that we do those kinds of things. Secondly the fact that we have an "Open Table". Being able to let 
anyone who comes into our church on Communion Sunday be served is amazing. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I feel called to run as a delegate for 2020 because I believe there needs to be more young people being heard on 
the floor. To hear from someone who is currently going through the process to be an ordained Elder within the 
church. But also to show people that the younger generations have a voice and we need to be heard. But I also 
worry about where our church is heading, and I feel that I am being called to help make a change in the way we 
are headed. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I go to school at a Methodist school and try and show people on campus the love I see every day from God. I am 
also a Director of Student Ministries, every week I am teaching my youth to be open hearted and to show 
everyone the love they feel from God. 

 
 

 

Darlene Alfred 
2811 Chisholm Trail 
Salado, TX 76571 
 

(254) 624-4685 
darlenealfred@gmail.com 
 

St. James UMC, Temple 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
For me the best thing about the United Methodist Church today is the same that it was when I first came into 
contact with and joined and that is the spirit of open hearts, open minds and open doors. While many may say 
that “the promise” of the United Methodist Church has not been fulfilled much lately I personally experience the 
grace filled love every day and know that it is alive, real and there for all. The belief that “church can happen 
anywhere” is but one way to continue working towards the promise. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
As an alternate in 2012 I saw just a glimpse of the process and being elected to serve in 2016 I had the 
opportunity to be fully involved and engaged. Being a part of the 2016 delegation helped to develop a greater love 
and appreciation overall for the “business” of the Church that carried over to the Called Session in 2019. There I 
gained more experience, developed much needed relationships around the jurisdiction and beyond which 



solidified the need for diversity and Laity involvement. Being self-employed enables me to commit the time 
required to serve. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I currently serve as Associate Conference Lay Leader and with that I am honored to serve on various leadership 
teams to include the Conference Core Leadership Team and the Conference Laity Team. Having been an active 
member in my local church for 25+ years serving  and leading in various capacities at local and district levels 
have lead to the development of valuable relationships. Active in the United Methodist Women (UMW) serving at 
local, district and conference levels I currently serve as a member of the Program Advisory Group (PAG) 
representing the CTC UMW on a National level. 

 
 

 

Kim Simpson 
3905 Lake Powell Dr. 
Arlington, TX 76016 
 

(817) 296-0018 
kmqsimpson@gmail.com 
 

St. Barnabas UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
One of the best things about the UMC now is it’s diversity of thought and persons. The UMC is a place where 
people come to worship, learn and serve together even though we may not all think alike. Learning and serving 
with persons unlike me has challenged me to grow. This diversity has led to a global connection and ability for 
worldwide mission. I cannot help but think of this John Wesley quote, “Though we cannot think alike, may we not 
love alike? May we not be of one heart, though we are not of one opinion?” 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I have served on three delegations and understand the commitment it takes to represent our conference at both 
the General and Jurisdictional levels. I have served on the Cabinet and as Conference Lay Leader. I would like 
the opportunity to guide our church into whatever form it takes in the future. I understand the importance of laity 
having a voice in the future of the church and I feel prepared to bring that voice to the table. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I serve my local church on the Leadership Council. I serve on the District Committee on Ordained Ministry, District 
Superintendency Committee, Conference Board of Ordained Ministry and Connectional Table. I serve as Vice-
Chair of the Board of Directors of Discipleship Ministries (a UMC general agency) and Chair of the Curriculum 
Resource Committee for the UMC Publishing House. I am Secretary of the Commission on the General 
Conference and serve on the Task Force looking into voting irregularities. I also serve on the Texas Methodist 
President’s Advisory Council and their Development Committee. 

 
 

 

Kathy Ezell 
2702 Flint Ct. 
Keller, TX 76248 
 

(817) 253-5660 
kathyezell@ctcumc.org 
 

Keller UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
To me the best thing about The United Methodist church today is the same as it has always been, our 
understanding of grace and our open table.  These two expressions of God's love for us, together with our 
connection to other United Methodists around the world, are what I love about The United Methodist Church.  It is 
my prayer that we can maintain that connection as we join in ministry and mission together to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
 



Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I feel I have gifts and graces that would be helpful in this ministry.  I have served as a reserve delegate to two 
general conferences (2016 and 2019) so I have experience in the legislative process.  I also have  organizational 
and administrative skills which I utilized as the secretary of the delegation in 2016 and 2019.  In my work with the 
Board of Ordained Ministry I have built relationships with many clergy and lay of the conference so I can serve as 
a bridge between clergy and laity. Lastly I bring relationships with other lay and clergy across the denomination. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I am an active member of Keller UMC having served on numerous committees, chaperoned mission trips, taught 
Sunday school and confirmation.  I am on the board of the TCU Wesley Foundation serving as chair of board 
governance.  I am a member of the GBHEM Psychological Assessment Advisory Committee, I serve on the 
GCFA UMCARES User Advisory Group, I am a participant in the Perkins School of Theology Course of Study 
Task Force and I am a member of the BOM Staff Network, and a TMF jurisdictional BOM group.  Through these 
groups I have developed and nurtured relationships across the connection. 

 
 

 

Janna Elliott 
125 Lasino Dr. 
Georgetown, TX 78626 
 

(817) 917-2141 
janna@fumcgt.org 
 

FUMC Georgetown 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
We are still wrestling.  We still strive to be who we are called to be in each new age.  We could be static and 
believe our understanding of God and how to be in relationship each other does not need to change.  As United 
Methodists we continue to challenge ourselves asking, “How does the scripture speak to this?” “What is our 
understanding from our faith tradition?” “What are our collective experiences?” and “what is reasonable?” And as 
we wrestle, we remember we are a church who leads with Grace. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
As a third generation Methodist, I inherited a passion and desire to serve my church. I want the United Methodist 
Church to be a relevant, thriving, vibrant church filling people’s hearts with the knowledge that they are loved, 
valued and worthy of a joyous relationship with God and one another for many generations to come. By being a 
delegate for GC 2020 I can serve my church as part of the process that will help our denomination continue to, 
“Offer them Christ (Wesley’s words to T. Coke),” in whatever shape or form we are called. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
United Methodist Women have been part of my life since I was a child attending events with my mother. UMW’s 
focus on relationships with each other and the world, to grow spiritually and advocate for social justice guides my 
faith. I served on the Board of Directors of United Community Centers and Justice for Our Neighbor DFW. I 
actively seek to learn and expand my concepts of global issues and where the UMC has relationships to make 
lives better.  I recently traveled to Haiti in partnership with the Methodist church in Mellier to resource the 
community with solutions for clean water. 

 
 
  



 

Jim Reeves 
2905 Harder Dr. 
Arlington, TX 76016 
 

(817) 909-3706 
revo1964@hotmail.com 
 

Trinity UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
Its adherence to John Wesley's Quadrilateral. Its passion for mission in helping the oppressed, the poor, the 
disabled, the elderly, "the least of these." Its Wesleyan goal of treating everyone equally. Its dedication to love as 
the foundational building block for everything we do. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
As a lifelong Methodist I have been deeply concerned by the conflict in which our church finds itself. I want to help 
find a loving and peaceful solution to this schism, if at all possible. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I have served in virtually every capacity on almost every committee at my church over the last three decades, 
including lay leader, church council chair and stewardship campaign leader. I am currently working with several 
groups both locally and nationally to seek a solution to our current impasse. 

 
 

 

Susan Luttrell 
1092 S. Mitchell Rd 
Mansfield, TX 76063 
 

(817) 781-5875 
susanl@fmcm.org 
 

First Methodist Mansfield 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
One of the best things about the UMC today is what has been true all along; our understanding of Grace and how 
that leads us to acts of mercy and justice. One of the ways we affirm this is having an open table for communion. 
These understandings are what called me into the UMC and keep me passionate for it today. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
My heart for the Methodist Church goes back to the mustard seed of my faith. I believe in the core of who we are 
as a people of Christ that strive to be the light of Christ in a hurting world. I am currently serving in several roles 
focus on missions, outreach and empowerment. I believe our strength and future lies in the local church and its 
ability to come together for issues of compassion and justice. I want to see us build on our strength as a people of 
grace and mercy. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I currently serve as the Director of Missions, overseeing FUMC Mansfield's response to local, regional and global 
missions. I also serve the Central Texas Conference as the Disaster Coordinator and serve our Jurisdiction in 
connection with other CDRC's in our surrounding conferences. I serve on the Project Transformation Leadership 
Board. I serve on with a team of Mission Directors from across the country along with UMC GBGM staff. I 
represent CTC on a Faith Council for Habitat of Humanity. I am the CTC representative to the State VOAD. 

 
 



 

Kathy Rejcek 
1376 State Highway 7 
Eddy, TX 76524 
 

(254) 749-2153 
kathycut@gmail.com 
 

Mooreville UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
I have been a part of the United Methodist Church since childhood. I have always known that we are a 
connectional church but recent events have magnified that truth. On the night of February 7th, we lost our 
beautiful sanctuary to fire. The next day we were immediately contacted by our Bishop, District Superintendent, 
Cabinet, Conference Disaster Recovery Team, Central Texas Conference Office, all the area United Methodist 
Churches along with others. We were offered places to worship and any items that we needed to start over. The 
support of the United Methodist Church in connection is unequaled. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
Our beliefs and traditions of the United Methodist Church are very important to me. At this time, I feel called to be 
the voice of the small church. Many of our small churches are served by local pastors who unfortunately have no 
vote on constitutional amendments. It is therefore; extremely important for the laity of the small churches to have 
a voice.   

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
As a Pastor's wife, I serve Mooreville United Methodist Church. I teach Sunday School, work with the children for 
Bible Study, Vacation Bible School, Local Food Pantry, Epiphany Prison Ministry Team, and Area Emmaus Music 
Team. I volunteer my time with the youth and will be serving on the Central Texas Conference Mission trip this 
year. 

 
 

 

David Nash 
8401 Ranch Hand Trail 
Fort Worth, TX 76131 
 

(817) 692-6404 
dbnash@sbcglobal.net 
 

First Hurst UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
A connection of loving, caring, serving congregations, living by God's grace to follow the teachings of Jesus the 
Christ, and sharing the joy of knowing the Father-Son-Holy Spirit is the one God who loves all humanity. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I have been an elected delegate to the Central Texas Conference from First Hurst for several years, and have 
always prepared for each Conference and attended every Lay meeting at each Conference. I have followed 
closely all the developments within the Church since 2016, and pray that we the Church will remain a cohesive 
international force for the spreading of the Good News to all of our brothers and sisters throughout the world and 
within our own communities. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
By supporting the church to which I belong with my prayers, my presence, my  gifts, my service and my witness. 

 
 
  



 

Kathy Smith 
911 Overton Drive 
Weatherford, TX 76086 
 

(817) 341-7879 
kl-smith@tamu.edu 
 

Couts Memorial UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
We are a church that is welcoming to all people. We are caring for our members, our community, our state, our 
country and our world. We love Jesus and are willing to share our love and making disciples. I also love our rich 
heritage. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I am interested in in the United Methodist Church and what is happening now and its future. I have loved being a 
delegate to the Annual Conferences in recent years. I love all of the reports, the representations of the churches, 
and what is happening in the conference. I am interested in what is happening to our church worldwide. I want to 
be a part of the decision making for the next four years. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I have served as a delegate to Central Texas Annual Conference several times. I have attended conference 
training and have been involved in charge conferences. I participated in our church's Healthy Church Initiative. In 
my local church I have served on the Church Council. I have served on several committees and have chaired the 
Church Council. I have served on Outreach, Adult Nurturing, and Children's Ministry. I have helped with youth 
mission trips. I have helped with Children's Sunday School. I have Chaired Couts Chick's in Action and outreach 
program. I have helped with Harvest Festival and played Hand bells. 

 
 

 

Carol Waddell 
1965 Hajek Rd 
West, TX 76691 
 

(254) 749-4859 
CarolNumed@aol.com 
 

FUMC West 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
I have always loved the welcoming atmosphere of the UMC and our outreach missions into our communities, 
country and world.  Spreading the love of Jesus Christ and serving as the hands and feet of God should always 
be first and foremost in what we do. Christ called us to be His disciples and spread the Word and the United 
Methodist Church strives to do that in real, meaningful ways.  Methodists from churches both large and small, 
regardless of our age or abilities are always seeking ways to serve the Lord. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
The General Conferences should always have a cross section of the people it is representing.  This should 
include laity and clergy from large and small churches as well as people from all walks of life.  I hope to see this 
diversity present in the Central Texas delegation.  Christ can and does use all of us for His Kingdom and we 
should as well. I can bring a perspective for our conference from a small town/small church and work to continue 
the mission that Christ has called us to do. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I have been a member of my church for over 30 years and have served in a variety of capacities.  I am currently 
active as a liturgist and serve as the lay leader of our congregation. On a recent ZOE trip to Kenya and a past trip 
to Romania, I worked to spread the love of Christ through mission work and was delighted to see firsthand the 
work that Methodists are doing in other countries. I have served on Emmaus Walks and love seeing the 
transformation of people coming to Christ. 



 

Hallie Cook 
2306 Carolinda Dr 
Waco, TX 76710 
 

(254) 498-1689 
hallie.cook@gmail.com 
 

First Methodist Waco 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
I love that Christ is at the center of our denomination.  His example of showing love to the hurting remains a focus 
in the UMC today.  I was born and raised in a UM home.  I have come to truly value the traditions and acceptance 
it has to offer.  I also appreciate that all the clergy are held responsible to a governing body that includes church 
members and others who have walked the path before them and can guide them in wisdom and faith. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
Our beloved denomination is at a turning point in history.  With so much on the table, I would simply be honored 
to be entrusted as a delegate at this time.  Being a delegate means, stepping outside of your own personal 
agenda and voting for the betterment and benefit of many.  All while realizing the heavy responsibility of the 
decisions being made. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
In my local church, I sing in our church choir, play in the orchestra and handbells. I regularly help with VBS.  I 
faithfully attend each of the services in the capacity of my musical service and worship.  I am also the Assistant 
Director at the preschool of our sister church, Austin Avenue UMC.  I believe in the power of prayer and 
encourage others to pray for our clergy, members, and various leaders.   

 
 

 

Maddie Pittman 
13007 Oak Ridge Dr 
Woodway, TX 76712 
 

(254) 339-4082 
madeleinevpittman@gmail.com 
 

FUMC Waco 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
I love the structure and the processes that are required because it ensures that things are done properly and 
thoroughly. I also love that it is home and that we make a point for it to be home. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I am choosing to run as a delegate to the 2020 Conferences because I have been to Annual Conference every 
year since 2012 and am very passionate about the order and regulations of the Church. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
Each year I attend Annual Conference in some capacity and have been involved in the Church any way I can be 
for years. I am now the Director of Children's Ministry at Lorena UMC. 

 
 



 

Kylie Campbell 
908 Blue Ridge Drive 
Burleson, TX 76028 
 

(254) 412-9893 
kylie@fumcburleson.org 
 

FUMC Burleson 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
Grace upon grace. I think many folks are drawn to the UMC because of the grace we show one another. We 
share our resources worldwide with those who are in need. We offer communion to all who enter our doors. We 
are able to share this grace with others because it was first given to us. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I am committed to serve as a CTC Delegate for the 2020 term. After serving this last term as a delegate, I’ve 
learned so much about our church and the ways we are moving forward. Our church is in an important era of 
making decisions for not only the present church but the future church. As a young delegate who is committed not 
only to my faith but also to this denomination, I see so much value in sharing the voice of young people while 
collaborating with those who have been running the race before us. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I have the upmost honor and privilege to serve as the Youth Director at FUMC Burleson! I get to love youth while 
teaching about Jesus, building community, and providing a safe space. I’ve served as a Program Director for our 
conference mission trip CTCYM for 5 years, have served on CCYM, our youth attend Mid-Winter each year, and 
I’ve led a conference mission trip to Africa for young adults. For the past term I’ve served as a delegate to 
Jurisdictional Conference and a reserve Delegate to General Conference 2016 and Special Conference 2019. 

 
 

 

Larry Tubbs 
8225 Hallmark Dr 
North Richland Hills, TX 76182 
 

(817) 201-1764 
larry.tubbs@gmail.com 
 

FUMC Hurst 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The United Methodist Church, with its strong Wesleyan foundation, provides the most effective set of tools to 
equip the global Church to make good on its goal, as stated by Jesus in Mathew 28:19-20, to make disciples of all 
nations for the transformation of the world.  I have given my life to the service of the Lord, and to the goal of 
fulfilling that great commission, so that all people may know the love of God through a deep, complete relationship 
with Him. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I was deeply troubled by the lack of unity we witnessed to at the 2019 called General Conference, and at GCs in 
the past.  I feel called to be more actively involved in the decision-making process.  All opinions have merit, and 
all people have sacred worth.  I want to join my voice to our delegation to model how people in Christian 
fellowship can disagree with each other, yet still love one another.  In our divisive world, this is a lesson I hear 
God crying out for us to teach.  The world needs God’s people to lead here. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I’ve been an active, financially supporting member of FUMC Hurst for over 10 years.  I’ve been very active in 
many of the ministries of the Church, mainly around discipleship for adults, children, and youth.  I currently co-
lead the seventh-grade youth Sunday school class, after serving as a confirmation family group leader for them 
the year before.  I’ve been honored to serve as a delegate to Annual conference for the last five years.  I am also 
blessed to serve as co-Lay Leader and have for the past three years, 



 

Robert Lake 
6901 Tumbling Trl 
Fort Worth, TX 76116 
 

(817) 731-2980 
rlake@mertle.com 
 

Arborlawn UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The United Methodist Church has shown the world that it stands for the true and accurate Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
Our denomination stands out to represent accurately the Word of God and will now go forward as an assured 
beacon of faithfulness and truth to draw those who are seeking the path of salvation.  Recent events show that 
love can prevail without maligning the scripture as false, errant or misinterpreted for our times.  But rather that the 
scriptures are alive and can be seen as exactly applicable to our days.  I am excited for our church for the 
opportunities ahead. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I believe there has been too much focus on special interests.  I have found myself longing to get engaged and 
now am able to make time to do so.  I believe that love is bringing people to Christ despite their imperfections 
without engaging in conforming the perception of Christ to their desires.  I believe the mission of the Church is 
unchanged and is needed more than ever now to spread the Gospel message unadulterated so that the Holy 
Spirit can convey the meaning to each person's heart.  We must now reinforce this aspect going forward with 
strong traditional conference representation. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I have been a Methodist for 34 years at Western Hills first and now Arborlawn for the past 10 years.  I have 
served on practically every committee and board at some point, been part of the choir, sung in various pageants 
and started the Arborlawn Men's Quartet, coordinated activities and chancel area setups, handled sound systems, 
taught Sunday School, fostered discussion groups, but I have not ever served as a delegate to annual 
conference.  And now I am hopeful and excited for the chance to do so. 

 

 

Kevin Gregory 
5120 S Harper Ave, Apt. A12 
Chicago, IL 
 

(817) 896-8405 
kbgregory@uchicago.edu 
 

FUMC Georgetown 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
In ¶105 of the Discipline, under “The Nature of Our Theological Task,” we affirm as United Methodists that, “Our 
theological task is both critical and constructive,” and that “Our theological task is both individual and communal.” 
(pg. 81) What this means is that we have really life-giving goals for all people and communities in the world, and 
we hope to achieve them honestly, authentically, contextually, and boldly. We are a Church that desires holiness 
and hope for everyone by bringing Christ’s love to the world. The best and most transformative things come from 
when we do this well. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I have been an active member of a local church and this annual conference since I was confirmed. I hope to be 
able to model what I have learned from everyone here in the last decade. I believe it is important going forward 
that we listen to young people, candidates for ordination, and seminary students as we make decisions with long-
lasting consequences. I served as a delegate to the 2016 Jurisdictional Conference, and an alternate to the 2016 
and 2019 General Conferences and would be privileged to do so again.   
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I am currently a certified candidate for ordination as an elder in our conference, working on my MDiv at The 
University of Chicago Divinity School. I am interning at the First United Methodist Church at the Chicago Temple 



alongside my class work. This summer I will have the opportunity to intern with the General Commission in 
Archives & History in Madison, NJ. Through my service in high school through CCYM, while a student at 
Southwestern University working at FUMC Georgetown, and my current work, I have met and built relationships 
with United Methodists throughout our conference and the larger connection. 

 
 

 

Luis Marquez 
3404 Forest Creek Drive 
Fort Worth, TX 76123 
 

(817) 965-2732 
Luismarquez3488@gmail.com 
 

El Buen Samaritano 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
It's freedom to truly accept anyone and everyone as Jesus did. Good doctrine and discipline guide that keeps a 
similar core structure throughout its different congregations. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
Luke 10:2 He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, 
to send out workers into his harvest field. 
 

It is not easy to find committed people, but God has chosen those to show others the path of righteousness. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
Currently serve at El Buen Samaritano as Lay leader, Chair of Council and Praise and Worship director. 

 
 

 

Virginia Parrish 
5725 Minnow Dr 
Fort Worth, TX 76179 
 

(856) 371-5101 
veparrish@msn.com 
 

Saginaw UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
Today, as always, the United Methodist Church is striving to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world. In small towns and across the world, the UMC continues to declare the good news through its 
messages and its acts of love and charity. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
In my youth near Philadelphia, the United Methodist Church gave me a firm grounding spiritually and practically in 
faith, love, and charity. I’m now a resident of Fort Worth, but I have been privileged to learn other languages and 
travel widely. I’ve worshiped in a United Methodist Church in England, and I’ve visited places where Christians 
are a small minority of the population, meeting and speaking with people from many cultures. These experiences 
have given me a broad perspective on the worldwide Church. Now, as a grandmother, I hope to support future 
disciples in their work to transform the world. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I am conscientious in supporting both my local church and the worldwide United Methodist Church with my 
prayers, my presence, my gifts, my service, and my witness. I have served on various church committees, and I 
am currently a member of the Lay Leadership Committee as well as a delegate to Annual Conference. 

 
 



 

Abby Johnson 
3728 Wren Ave 
Fort Worth, TX 76133 
 

(817) 691-4927 
abby@arborlawnumc.org 
 

Arborlawn UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
There are several things that keep me United Methodist, and each have been part of shaping my faith and who I 
am in Christ today. Top 3: our approach to Grace, the open table at Communion, and the Wesleyan Quadrilateral. 
The Quadrilateral has been an important tool to help me build a foundation of faith that can listen to and respect 
differing views and faith walks. Each of our stories in Christ may look a little different, yet we agree that Jesus is 
Lord and that we are called to make disciples of Jesus. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I love our United Methodist Church and believe in our connections to each other across the US and around the 
world. Deep down, I want to help young people know how much God loves them. As a former youth director, I am 
passionate about our young people knowing that they are loved by God and that they are an important part of this 
body of Christ. I have seen unintentional harm in how we address and communicate how we are each beloved by 
God, and want to be a part of a positive solution. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I currently serve as the Discipleship Coordinator at Arborlawn UMC, offering opportunities for people to encounter 
the Risen Christ. I considered myself lucky to work at Glen Lake Camp when I was in college, and then in full-time 
ministry as the Director of Youth Ministries at Arborlawn from 2002-2017. I am continuing to support youth 
ministry in our annual conference as a consultant and coach to local youth directors. In the past, I have served as 
an Annual Conference Delegate, at the Methodist Children's Home, on the Glen Lake Board, and as the 
Volunteer Conference Coordinator for Youth. 

 
 

 

Jennifer Birkholz 
3441 Alexandrite Way 
Round Rock, TX 78681 
 

(512) 581-1938 
Jennie.birkholz@gmail.com 
 

FUMC Round Rock 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The best thing about the United Methodist Church today is the active display of the churches roots and heritage.  
United Methodist Churches around the globe put faith and love into action daily and seek justice and renewal in a 
broken world.  This is done not individually, but in a Christian community where God is able to do amazing works. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I have the time to commit and am able.  I have a diverse social services background and am able to come to the 
table with an equity lens.   
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I serve as the LifeGroup Program Lead and on the administrative board.  I also am a LifeGroup facilitator and 
participate in seasonal volunteer opportunities. 

 
 



 

Glen Cliett 
206 Garland Dr 
Hillsboro, TX 76645 
 

(254) 582-6016 
cliettrefrig@sbcglobal.net 
 

FUMC Hillsboro 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The call to make disciples for our Lord in our connectional ministry. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
My love of the church united, my desire to show God’s love to all that we encounter and John Wesley’s quote: 
“The best thing of all is God is with us.” 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I am certified for UMCOR Early Response Team. I served on two CTC mission trips to Latvia. 
I serve as a member of Kairos Prison Ministry International for 9 years and the KOT-Boyd Unit Advisory Council. 
And currently serving as a Certified Volunteer Chaplain Assistant at the TDCJ-Boyd Unit. 

 
 

 

Kevin Walters 
3200 E. Rosedale St 
Fort Worth, TX 76105 
 

(817) 877-5222 
kevinwalters@ctcumc.org 
 

Epworth UMC, Arlington 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The best thing is that the people of the UMC seek to share the message of God’s love and grace. In our “Great 
Thanksgiving,” we ask that God make the bread and juice “be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be 
for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.” The mission of the UMC focuses us first on the personal 
transformation that comes through our experience of grace as we follow Christ, but it extends to the way in which 
we shape and transform the world through living as disciples. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
We as the UMC have come to a crossroads, and I believe that I can contribute toward finding a way to align our 
institutional structures to better serve our mission. The current conflict over the role of LGBTQ people in the UMC 
is rooted in confusion of essentials and non-essentials of Christian faith. I believe and trust in the authority of 
scripture and affirm my faith through the historic creeds. This same belief and trust, however, also leads me to 
conclude that the UMC is creating artificial barriers that deny the witness and calling of LGBTQ people. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I have been an active UMC participant for my entire life. As a member of Epworth UMC, I serve as the lay 
leader/lay member of AC and previously served three years as administrative council chair. I also periodically 
teach children’s and adult Sunday School classes and this summer will participate in our CTCYM group. 
Professionally, I serve on the CTC staff where I play a role in Vital Leadership Academy, Praxis, Lay Servant 
Ministries, MinistrySafe, CTC properties, AC planning, conference journal, etc. Earlier, I served four years as a 
full-time leader of children’s and youth ministries in a local UMC. 

 
  



 

Pamela Evans 
317 Summer Azure St 
Georgetown, TX 78626 
 

(512) 966-0276 
pevansod@gmail.com 
 

Wellspring UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The United Methodist Church continues to proclaim, it is by Grace, not works, that we are saved through Christ.  
This historical declaration of Grace allows us to call ALL people into the Faith of Christ.  It is the Mission of the 
Methodist church to reach out to those in Need of Faith, Grace and Social Justice. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
We, as a denomination, are at a pivotal time in the life and destiny of the United Methodist Church.  Proper, Christ 
like, decisions be made NOW to ensure the direction and Future of our denomination for the next generation.   
We, that honor and love , our Methodist heritage ,must take a stand now. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I am a 4th generation, lifelong United Methodist.  I graduated from a Methodist University.  I have worked to raise 
the next generation of the Methodist church in my children.  One of my daughters will be attending SMU Perkins 
in the Fall.  I am ready to help our denomination. 

 
 

 

Anthony McKnight 
808 Ripperton Run 
Cedar Park, TX 78613 
 

(214) 773-5633 
tennistony13@gmail.com 
 

Rockbridge UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The best thing about the United Methodist Church today is the focus on community and outreach. We as a 
denomination are more focused on reaching outside the walls of the church than keeping everything we know 
within them. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I am interested in being a delegate because I believe we need a delegation that represents our conference 
accurately which means more young adults because we are not just the church of the future we are the church of 
the present as well. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I am currently serving as the Young Professionals life group leader at Rockbridge Church in Cedar Park. I also 
work closely with the youth group of the church. 

 
 
  



 

Jody Sanders 
2533 Lubbock Ave. 
Fort Worth, TX 76109 
 

(817) 793-3103 
jody.sanders80@gmail.com 
 

FUMC Fort Worth 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The best thing about the United Methodist Church today is its diversity of membership, clergy, and viewpoint.  
While we hold many different roles and views, it is our common faith and humanity that unite us in our spiritual 
journey.  It is refreshing to share ideas and our faith in an environment comprised of so many different 
perspectives and where we can challenge one another to grow both spiritually and as people.  But, we must be 
careful to maintain a supportive and nurturing environment where people may thrive together without fear or 
estrangement. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
It is no secret that our denomination is working through difficult disagreements over the scope and future of the 
church.  I would like to be part of the group that is deciding how to plot the next steps in this journey.  I want to 
apply my skills and efforts to preserving the common faith that unites us while preventing a course that would 
dilute the dignity or humanity of our members.  I believe it is important to add my voice to the conversation of what 
the future holds for our church in whatever capacity I may do so. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I am an active member of First United Methodist Fort Worth.  I serve on the Church's preparedness committee 
and have pledged to serve on the board of the preschool beginning later this year.  I also teach my Sunday 
School class throughout the year.  Even in non-official capacities, I support both the ministries and missions of the 
church through my gifts and efforts. 

 
 

 

Christopher Bell 
409 Georgia Lane 
Robinson, TX 76706 
 

(254) 744-7080 
chris@firstwaco.com 
 

First Methodist Waco 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The best thing about the United Methodist Church today is its willingness to put forth immense effort and 
resources to ensure the structured system of servanthood, discipleship, and accountability. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I am choosing to make known my interest, availability, and commitment to serve because I have personally 
experienced the denomination at its best. I would love the opportunity to give back. My family is living proof of 
what can happen in the lives and hearts of people when the Church reaches out to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ. In recent years, I have seen The UMC make a tremendous effort to tackle difficult issues with grace. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
Currently, I am the Associate Youth Minister at First Methodist Waco. I also serve as the Youth Minister of Life 
Church Waco (First Methodist Waco's campus ministry). 

 
 
 


