
2016 General / South Central Jurisdictional CTC Lay Delegate Information 
 

Tom Harkrider  

6658 Gascony Place 
Fort Worth, TX 76132 

817-996-3095 (main) 
817-882-4710 (work) 

harky@flash.net  

Arborlawn UMC, Fort Worth 

 
Please share why you feel called to serve as a Central Texas Conference Lay 
Delegate to General or Jurisdictional Conference.  

Through prayer, conversations and reflection, I sense our denomination, especially at the 
General Church level, continues to be in a period of tension and discernment as to how to 
connect the conference floor with the mission field to which God is calling the local church.  
 

It is a time that calls for persons willing to navigate a course forward, in the midst of 
distractions, to affirm those core beliefs we hold uniquely as United Methodist and 
acknowledge what God is doing in the local mission field, all in in a spirit of grace, equity and 
justice. It is a time for servant leaders to engage God's calling and our denominational identity 
with holy conversations, where legislation is not a positioning on our differences but the 
product of the reality of our conversations and discernment of God's moving. 
 

Additionally, my heart continues to yearn for a system that affirms the calling of all believers 
and ensures the support, encouragement, effectiveness and health of our clergy. Our 
denomination needs to continue to move toward processes and systems that focus on 
efficiency, integrity, justness and purpose. 
 

What gifts, talents, skills and experiences do you have that would enhance the CTC 
delegation as well as The United Methodist Church? 

Foremost, I pray a servant heart prevails in all my action and purpose. 
 

Having served on the Central Texas Conference delegation to General Conference since 
2004 and the Jurisdictional delegation since 2000, this is familiar territory. Hopefully that 
experience has nurtured an ability for team building as well as maintaining an even-tempered, 
collegial and focused approach. Of importance for me is affirming the value of diverse 
perspectives and seeking strength, peace and a little wisdom in the midst of a breadth of 
opinion and thought. 
 

I have a strong desire to broaden my existing relationships and conversation partners across 
the denomination. Through those conversations, from the local church to the General 
Conference floor, comes a deeper sense of God's dreams for the church and where God is 
moving in our midst. Staying informed, from a variety of resources, on issues facing our 
church and related commentaries is, for me, an ongoing practice. 
Serving at all levels of our denomination (local church, district, annual conference, jurisdiction 
and general church), has provided a deep understanding of our United Methodist polity, 
practices, and systems. 
 

Each time I have been entrusted to represent our annual conference, it has always been with 
a deep sense of humility, commitment and honor. 
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