
 
 
 
 

Tips for Churches and Individuals Hosting Missionaries 
 

Hosting missionaries in the homes of church members can be a wonderful, gracious act of love and 
affirmation!  Several Conference Secretaries of Global Ministries and churches asked for guidance on 
hosting missionaries.  Below are a few tips to take into consideration: 
 

 Much travel is required of itinerating missionaries.  To avoid carrying multiple pieces of luggage, 
missionaries often take along only a few changes of clothing.  While hosting a missionary in your 
home, ask if he or she would like to do laundry.  Demonstrate how to use laundry equipment. 
  

 For the same reason, an itinerating missionary may need to purchase personal items.  Ask if the 
person wants to go shopping.  Do not offer to purchase the items for a missionary.  There is no need 
to follow her or him around in the store, unless you’re asked for assistance.  Some missionaries may 
not have weather-appropriate clothing.  If within a similar size range, the host can loan a few clothing 
items for immediate use (if necessary).  Ask a missionary needing such items to consider the 
following options: 

 
 Visit a donated clothing closet at a local church or organization to select free items; 
 Shop at a consignment/used clothing store to purchase a few inexpensive items; 
 Shop at a shopping mall/store to purchase new items. 

   

 Please keep in mind that for many missionaries, English is a second, third, fourth, or even fifth 
language.  Just because someone uses the same words doesn't mean she or he is saying the same 
thing.  Sometimes people from different cultural backgrounds, (or even people from similar 
backgrounds but who have been living overseas for many years), might use a word, inflection, or 
sentence structure in a way that you might consider inappropriate, but is in no way intended to be 
offensive.  When in doubt please give the gift of a question and clarify the conversation. 
 

 Recognize the missionary's need for privacy.  Hosts may feel obliged to continuously converse with 
the missionary.  Some missionaries may not desire constant contact outside of scheduled activities.  
Missionaries are usually tired from having spoken at scheduled engagements.  Don't 
expect/encourage a continuation of the “program” at home. 
   

 If affordable, you may want to occasionally offer a missionary an opportunity to stay in a hotel rather 
than in a home.  After extensive itineration travels, a missionary may welcome a hotel stay with 
perhaps a swimming pool, spa or other recreation options.   If the missionary chooses to stay in a 
hotel and there are no (or limited) scheduled speaking engagements, offer sightseeing opportunities 
and other leisure activities (such as movies and bowling) in which they could join with church 
members.  But make clear such events really are options for the missionary to accept or decline.  
When hosting a missionary in a hotel, be sure to discuss and agree upon meals. 
 

 A hotel may be the best option for missionaries with small children.  If affordable, offer families an 
option of residing either in a hotel or in a home.  Try to schedule their speaking engagements within 
a geographical area that allows them stay in a hotel or home for several nights. 
 



 When hosting a missionary family with small children, arrange from them to stay in a home large 
enough for the children to play freely and that allows opportunities for private family time.    
 

 Please don’t just put out snacks for the children.  Ask the parents whether and what kinds of snacks 
are appropriate.   Many persons find it very awkward and even uncomfortable to receive the 
instructions, “Here’s the refrigerator—help yourself!”  Try to make your guests feel comfortable at 
home without leaving them unsure how to enjoy your hospitality. 

 

 If desiring to give toys or gifts to the children, or provide them with toys during their stay, involve the 
parents.  Sometimes the children do not realize the toys are only for temporary use.  In the event the 
toy is a gift, the parent will need to consider whether it can fit in their luggage throughout their 
travels. 

   

 Ask missionaries about foods they don’t eat, food allergies, and other concerns such as allergies to 
animals or perfumes. 
   

 Some missionaries may not be accustomed to eating three meals a day.  Or they may be used to 
eating their heavier meal mid-day and a lighter meal early evening.  In some cultures a day’s meals 
are more similar than ours in the US, and the similarity may be missed.  Try to involve the missionary 
in determining meal times and invite her or him to suggest food choices. 
 

 If possible, occasionally offer a missionary the option to use your kitchen to prepare a meal he or she 
might be more accustomed to.  Offer the missionary an opportunity to shop for specific foods. 

 

 A missionary appreciates being provided a private space to access the internet to work for several 
hours.  If available, offer the use of a computer.  Oftentimes, itineration schedules allow time for the 
missionary to catch up on communications not easily done from her or his place of assignment.  Do 
not be concerned if a missionary spends long periods of time on the computer.  Missionary 
assignments are quite busy and may allow little time for catching up on communications.  Access to 
the internet in a missionary’s area of service may be non-existent, very slow, or sporadic. 
 

 Avoid showering missionaries with gifts (books, quilts, magazines, carvings, communion sets, etc.) 
that may or may not be useful to them.  Packing such items may result in excess baggage charges.  If 
you desire to give a gift, consider the option of a gift card (such as Visa debit card or one from a 
department store) so a missionary can purchase items really desired and needed. 

 

 If you are considering loaning or renting a car for a missionary to use, be sure to ask if she or he has 
the required driving license, either a valid USA driver's license or an international driver's license.  
When a Conference or District rents a car for the missionary’s use in visiting churches, please make 
sure funds are available to purchase fuel. 

 

 As missionaries prepare to leave the USA to return to their home assignments, they may have much 
shopping and packing to do.  Give them adequate time during their last two or three days (or in-
between speaking engagements) to shop and sort things out.  Be mindful that they may purchase 
large quantities of items to take back as gifts because of cultural expectations and/or because they 
cannot find essential items in their country of service.  Recommend they purchase extra suitcase(s) at 
thrift stores. 
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