
 

This email provides you with current information about 

ministries of Mission Support -- energizing and equipping local 

churches to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world!  
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One of our great privileges is hearing the stories of our church at work in world 

transforming ministry.  This story from FUMC Mansfield highlights several truths 

about global missions.  One is that long-term relationships have a greater potential 

to effect real change through authentic relationships than “hit-and-miss mission 

locations”. I was particularly moved by the fact that, even during the years when 

unrest prevented the team from physically travelling to Mexico, the relationships 

were maintained in other ways.  A second observation is that the effective ministry 

of the team was enhanced by the partnerships they had established with community 

organizations and churches that have the capacity to continue the ministry long after 

the team returns home.  As we seek to move our churches along the continuum 

from emergency relief to individual transformation to community transformation (see 

Engaging Continuum Here), this is a beautiful witness to the power of long term 

partnerships with the grace of God. Way to go, FUMC Mansfield. 

 

The Mexico trip was wonderful. We have worked with Juntos Servimos Ministry 

in the Matamoros community since 1999, but over the past 5 years have not 
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been able to bring teams because of the violence there. That area has become 

much more stable in the past year, so this was our first trip back in a while. 

Through our partnership with Joni and Friends, we acquired 200 wheelchairs, 

which we transported from a prison in Kansas to Brownsville last November. 

Juntos Servimos leaders work closely with DIF (the Matamoros Department of 

Human Services) to get all of the wheelchairs across the border with no import 

fees. Our team that came in January included wheelchair specialists and 

physical and occupational therapists who spent most of their time fitting specialty 

chairs and teaching recipients and parents how to use them. We also had team 

members who did needed repairs on the medical shelter facility where Juntos 

Servimos provides residential care for critically ill or injured people who have no 

family. We also had musicians on the team who spent time with each patient 

sharing music and prayer (that turned out to be a very powerful thing). On 

Sunday, we went to worship at our sister church there, Casa de Comunion y 

Bendicion. We had helped with the construction of that church, but had not been 

able to go back during the time of unrest in Matamoros. That afternoon, we 

spent at Casa Hogar children's home, where we played with the kids and did a 

hot dog cookout. We hope to go back in the Fall. 

Written by Teresa Sherwood 

Mission Director, FUMC Mansfield 

 

 
 



 

 

Are you planning a mission trip for 2017, or would like to take one, but 

don’t know where or how to lead such a trip?  Are you aware of the 6 

Best Practices for a mission team? 

 

Sign Up Now for UMVIM (United Methodist Volunteers in Mission) TEAM 

LEADER TRAINING: 

February 13 at Conference Service Center & May 6 at FUMC Mansfield 

Go Here for all information and to register.  
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UMVIM TEAMS NEEDED! 

As many of you know we have had a lot of flooding.  Let’s celebrate that we are 

done with our volunteer team work in Williamson County!   

However, now our work is needed desperately in Corsicana and 

Granbury.  Granbury is open immediately. 

If you would like to help in Granbury, please contact Kathryn Meroney – who is our 

case manager and volunteer coordinator.  When you email, please share with her a 

first and second option for dates to come, approximately how many people, and if 

this is an adult trip or a Senior High Youth with adult trip.  Sorry, no junior highs 

allowed.  This work will be anything from sheetrock repairs, trim work, putting 

insulation in walls, painting, and clean out.  If you don’t know how - you will 

learn.   Arrangements will be made for you if you need overnight 

accommodations.  There will be space in a church with showers and a commercial 

kitchen available.  Your cost will be your own transportation and food.  We 

welcome you to make a donation to the church for utilities for your stay.  You are 

also welcome to make a donation to the CTCUMC for building materials – however, 

it is not required – just helpful! 
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Sager Brown Mission Trip for Older Adults 

Sept. 10-15, 2017 

This is a  Central Texas Conference sponsored trip.  UMCOR Sager Brown 

Depot is a United Methodist ministry that receives, sorts, packs and ships 

supplies for disaster relief around the world when war, conflict, or natural 

disaster disrupt life to such an extent that communities are unable to recover on 

their own.  You may have packed kits at your church, now is your chance to see 

where they go and are handled.  

More information and registration is available here. 

 
 

 

Churches, if you registered to attend CTCYM this summer please be encouraging 

your participants to register. http://www.ctcumc.org/ctcym 
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Keller United Methodist Church is accepting applications for an Optometrist to be 

part of an optical team to undergo a mission experience in Punta Gorda, Belize in 

July, 2017. In 2015 our team screened and supplied glasses and sunglasses to 534 

men, women and children. Because of this eye clinic, those 534 people will never 

have to squint when they’re outside and will never have to struggle to read a book. 

The goal is for both the people of Belize and the people on the team to experience 

Christ’s love in amazing ways! If you are interested in applying please contact Janna 

Elliott, Interim Coordinator for Serving Ministries. 
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Seeding Dallas:  Good Food for the City 

February 11, 2017 

9:00am-1:00pm 

 

Gardeners/Urban Farmers/Community Garden Managers/Anyone thinking about 

starting a garden for community invigoration or enhancement – Attend this 

event! 

Come network and learn with others as local experts share what they’ve learned 

growing food and managing gardens in this area. 

  

For more information and registration, contact Wyonella Henderson-Greene or 

call 214-951-7780 
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Thanks to FUMC Grapevine for extending this invitation to their Hispanic 

Ministry Conference next weekend... 

2nd Annual Hispanic Ministry Conference 

Saturday, February 11, 2017 - 9am - 3pm 

FUMC Grapevine 

Keynote Speakers / Breakout Sessions / Lunch/ Mariachi Entertainment 

This Conference will provide authentic experiences that connect our diverse 

communities with each other, specifically impacting the Hispanic population. 

Together, as the people of The United Methodist Church who are putting faith 

into action by making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world, will learn and appreciate from each other how we are interacting with 

these populations. 

More information available...  

For Registration & More Info Contact: Rev. Armando Alvarado, Jr.  
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FIVE STAR MISSION AWARDS 

Deadline is March 15! 

Registration for the Five Star Mission Award that is given during Annual Conference 

is open.  The application and more information regarding the Five Star Mission 

Award is available HERE.   
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Global Mission Fellows Program (20-30 year olds) 

 Are you still interested in joining a movement, being a voice in this ever 

changing world?  We are looking for young adults like you. Our fellows are 

inspired and sustained by the place where faith meets justice. They represent 

different cultures and speak different languages. They are dynamic and 

diverse...and you could join them!  

We continue to offer exciting placement opportunities in areas like advocating for 

human rights, training others, researching, childhood development and 

education, agriculture and agronomy, and empowering young adults. Some of 

these opportunities involve the use of major languages, like Spanish, 

Portuguese and French.  

If you have any questions and would like to speak to someone that's been part 

of the program, then you can email our Mission Advocates at 

mayams@umcmission.org.   

The submission deadline for the International Track is February 15, 2017, so 

please act quickly if you're interested in being a part of a life changing program. 

Thank you for your support during this process.  Peace, Alejandra Padilla 

Sr. Manager Recruitment and Selection apadilla@umcmission.org  
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EARLY RESPONSE (ERT) TRAINING:  

When a Disaster occurs be ready to provide a caring presence, under very 
specific guidelines that enables you to be productive and caring while causing 
no further harm or being a burden to the affected community. If you are called to 
serve as a member of the CTC ERT, you must register and participate in one of 
the trainings taught throughout the year. Classes are available now! 
Go here for full information and to register. 
 
 

EMOTIONAL & SPIRITUAL BASIC CARE: 
Provides training in identifying spiritual and emotional needs of individuals, communities, 
and congregations following disasters; responding to those needs; elaborating strategies 
for disaster responders' self-care, and understanding how Care Teams fit into the overall 
United Methodist Disaster Response structure. Classes available now! 
Go Here for all information and to register. 
 
Additional classes will be added - so check website often for updates!  If you are 
interested in hosting a class, please contact Laraine Waughtal. 
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Disaster Training Weekend Deadline Extended 

  

We are having a great response with our retreat weekend.  Fifty-three people have 

registered so far.  Glen Lake Camp has generously allowed us to extend the deadline 

of registration to Wednesday, February 8th so more people can sign up.  We know 

from talking to you many have intended to and just have not gotten that 

done.  Please consider staying overnight also.  This is also meant to be a great time 

of fellowship with each other along with learning.    

All information and registration HERE! 

 
 

 

Please mark your calendar for the Project Transformation Partner Church 

meeting on Monday April 3rd at 7:00 PM in the fellowship hall of Polytechnic 
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UMC.  On that evening you will be paired with a site church for the summer 

program, and have first pick of dates for reading volunteers and bringing dinner 

to the interns.  We will provide resources to help you promote Project 

Transformation at your church.  

Please RSVP to Julie Harding at julieharding@ctcumc.org by Friday March 

31.  Go HERE for more information about becoming a partner church or contact 

Julie Harding.  We will be announcing our site churches in the near future; to 

hear the exciting news as soon as it’s announced, please sign up for our 

newsletter on our homepage.   

 
 

 

 

Glen Lake is looking to hire individuals committed to growing in their relationship with 

Christ through leading and serving campers.  Applicants must have been out of high 

school for at least one full year. Each summer staff position has specific expectations 

and those can be reviewed in the job descriptions.  Glen Lake would love the 

opportunity to talk with you about opportunities for Summer 2017. 

More information HERE! 
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Please be in prayer for Mid-Winter! Mid-Winter is a spiritual retreat for youth 

groups to attend at Glenlake Camp. Mid-Winter will be held the first and third 

weekends of February and we greatly appreciate your prayers for our participants.  

 
 

 

 

Saturday, April 22 

1-5PM 

FUMC Killeen 

This will be a fun time spent with other Confirmands (class of 2016 or 

2017).   

  

Bishop Lowry will join us in worship, and workshops will be led by leaders 

from around our conference. More information and registration available 

HERE!  
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Big Magic:  Creative Living Beyond Fear  

by Elizabeth Gilbert and recommended by Rev. Dawne Phillips 

You are probably thinking, "This does not sound like a book that would normally 

be on a missional reading list" and you are probably right!  In fact, I picked up 

this book at the airport bookstore because I had finished the only book I brought 

with me on the first leg of the trip.  Actually, this book IS about the kind of 

thinking that just might help us reach out of our "fear-prescribed" borders and do 

the kind of risk-taking work required to build the "kingdom on earth as it is in 

heaven". Read More Here... 

 
 

 

 

Register for Mission Leader Reading 

Group 

What Every Church Member Should Know 

About Poverty by Bill Ehlig and Ruiby K. Payne, 

Ph.D. 

     February 5, 2pm at Central UMC/Waco 

     February 12, 2pm at Temple FUMC 

To register or learn more information, please go 

HERE! 
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CTC SERVE 2017    

September 10, 2017 

CTC Serve is a one-day mission opportunity for CTC churches in their local 

communities.  On Sunday, September 10, you are invited to engage your community by 

serving in some way that connects to hunger or a need you see in your community.  See 

more HERE! 

  

ENGAGE MISSION CONFERENCE 

October 6-7, 2017   

FUMC Temple 

  

Keynote Speaker:  Tom Bassford - Founder & President of Significant 

Matters & SATtalks in Olathe, Kansas 
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This conference is a time to energize and equip local churches to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world by empowering local church mission 

leaders to rethink and reframe missions as ministry that provides opportunities for 

individual transformation through relationships!  
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