
Twitter Tips for Tip Top Tweets 
 
The entire premise of Twitter is to answer the question "What's happening?" in 140 characters or less. To 
tweet, type a message in the What's Happening? text box, keeping under the 140-character limit, and 
click Update. You've just made your first tweet! 
 
If you're thinking, "Wait, that's it?" you're right: That's it. Tweeting is that simple, but that simplicity makes 
it powerful. But as you add more updates, people begin to see what's going on in your life and what 
you're thinking about. 
 
Twitterers following you or searching for keywords in Twitter can start talking to you about what you're 
doing. The conversation starts with those simple exchanges: Talk about your favorite band's new album, 
your mechanic and how she fixed your car's catalytic converter, or really anything at all. If you've already 
found your contacts on Twitter, they probably respond to you pretty quickly. If you don't have any 
followers yet, don't worry; they'll come. 
 
Your tweets, right now, are publicly visible and searchable, even if you delete them immediately after 
hitting Update. This situation isn't life or death, but be careful. If your updates are unprotected (i.e. you 
didn’t set your profile up to be viewed by followers only), what you tweet ends up in Twitter Search and on 
Google, even if you delete it quickly. 
 
You can see what you've tweeted on Twitter in several ways. To see a running list of your past tweets, 
start with your own Twitter profile. To do so, click Profile at the top to open your Profile page, and you see 
a feed of all your public tweets in reverse chronological order. 
 
Your profile is a publicly accessible URL. For example, if your username is @LukyKat, navigate to 
http://twitter.com//lukykat to jump directly to your Profile page. 
 
If you're looking for a specific tweet, you can first look for it by using Twitter Search. Do a search for your 
username plus a keyword from the tweet. (If you have a common username, you may want to include the 
@ symbol.) The tweet you're looking for is most likely in the search results 
 
If you protect your updates, searching by using Twitter Search doesn't work because the tweets aren't 
indexed in the search engine. 
 
You can also search for specific tweets by using Google or another search engine. Google tends to 
update its index against Twitter often and also offers advanced search terms so that you can focus the 
search. Additionally, Google's search interface lets you see who else is talking about your tweets, in 
addition to the tweets themselves. 
 
Your public tweets on Twitter are indexed by search engines. You can delete your tweets on Twitter by 
clicking the Trash Can icon, but if you don't do it within a few seconds, Google and other search engines, 
as well as Twitter's own search tool, have already indexed those tweets. So, sometimes tweets are 
forever. 
 
Basic Twitter Etiquette 

 Many new Twitter users want to know what the rules are, or whether Twitter has standard 
protocol and etiquette. Beyond Twitter's standard Terms of Service, Twitter etiquette is simple: Be 
genuine and non-deceptive and provide value. Otherwise, just use Twitter how it suits you. 

 

 Beyond the simple regulations, you can't really use Twitter in a right or wrong way because no 
two people use it for exactly the same reasons. Although users love Twitter's largely rule-free 
nature, some generally accepted behaviors have evolved over time. You can ease your transition 
into the culture of Twitter by getting familiar with these behaviors. 
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 Be polite on Twitter for the most part, but no more or less so than you're expected to be in the 
real world — just keep in mind that Twitter is a public forum. 

 

 You may encounter confusing, even conflicting, advice and back-seat tweeting from the handful 
of people on Twitter who aren't comfortable without rules. Don't take them too seriously; Twitter 
just isn't that rigid. 

 
Tweeting frequency 

 Some Twitter users are considered noisy because they tweet so much, whereas others can come 
across as standoffish because they don't tweet frequently. A good rule when you're starting out is 
to post at least four or five tweets per day. You most likely find yourself tweeting much more often 
than that, but if you aren't yet fully comfortable with it, use that number to get started. 

 

 If you're using Twitter for your business, or if you plan to link to your products or posts on your 
personal blog, find a balance between the number of tweets that promote yourself and the 
number of tweets that provide value. You might think of this balance as an actual ratio. 

 

 For example, for every link of your own that you place on Twitter, send out at least five tweets 
that inform, engage, and converse. If conversation and engagement are your aim, you definitely 
want to keep a human voice in your Twitter stream at all times. 

 
Engaging others on Twitter 

 On Twitter, engagement is the name of the game. Whether you use Twitter for business or fun, 
you don't just want to sit back and watch the stream flow by — you want to genuinely interact with 
people. 

 

 Don't be shy about finding people who share your interests, even if you don't know them (yet). 
Use Twitter Search to look for some of the most obscure keywords related to your work, hobbies, 
or passions. Then click through to the profiles of the people who wrote the tweets you find. 

 

 Your early days on Twitter will probably be pretty quiet when it comes to replies and conversation. 
All those twitterers are just getting to know you, after all. Don't worry; after a few of your tweets 
appear in the timeline and you add a few contacts to your network, people will begin to notice 
you.  
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