
A Five Part Video Bible Study Series from Bishop Mike Lowry
Episcopal Leader of the Central Texas Conference of The United Methodist Church

Session 5 – Christ WILL get you in trouble – so be bold, but civil.
Suggested Reading – Acts 4

Bishop Lowry wraps up this five-part Bible study series by focusing on the 
old, yet still poignant question: If you were arrested and charged with “being 
a Christian,” would there be enough evidence to convict you? It is his belief 
that the teachings from the fourth book of The Acts of the Apostles speaks 
directly to the American Christian movement – and more specifically The 

United Methodist Church – in a way that is both pointed and painful.

In Acts 4, the apostles find themselves in trouble because above all else 
they boldly followed Jesus and challenged all other loyalties. Yet, even in 

the face of persecution and trial, the apostles did not rage, they did not work 
to deepen the gulf between them and those who challenged them. Rather, 

they firmly, boldly and politely shared their faith, their truth and offered them 
Christ. It was the same for the leaders – both clergy and lay – of the early 

Methodist movement who “held it together” and graciously gave their 
witness under political pressure and even life-threatening circumstances.

It’s time that we pick up our Wesleyan heritage and apply it again today 
based on the first Christ followers found in The Acts of the Apostles and 

build up a “rap sheet” that would leave no doubt that we are profoundly and 
unapologetically guilty of being a Christian.



If you were arrested for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence 
to convict you?

Where are your loyalties to Christ tested? Where is your church tested?

Where is your church threatened today? What is God, through the Book of 
Acts, telling you and your church about facing and responding to threats?

Discussion Questions
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