
A Five Part Video Bible Study Series from Bishop Mike Lowry
Episcopal Leader of the Central Texas Conference of The United Methodist Church

Session 2 –Leaving the Safety of the Sanctuary & 
Bringing The Church Out to a Bruised and Battered World

Suggested Reading – Acts 2:1-41

This Bible Study Series comes out of a belief that the Acts of the Apostles (a 
book more commonly known as “Acts”) speaks to the church and individual 
Christians today in a unique and powerful way about what it means to boldly 
live in a time of great change and chaos - to live not a “normal” life, but a life 

under the Lordship and guidance of Jesus.

In week one, the series reminded how the early church started with prayer 
before it even gathered for worship; how it was given a mission of powerful 

purpose to be Jesus’ witness to Jerusalem (home), Judea (neighbors), 
Samaria (those with whom you disagree) and the ends of the earth. This 
week, Bishop Lowry focuses on “the birthday of the church” - Pentecost.

In today’s society, we’ll often hear people say, “I’m spiritual, I’m just not 
religious,” or that they claim Christ but have nothing to do with the 

institutional church. This is something Bishop Lowry calls “a heresy of our 
time.” How do the Book of Acts and the actions of the early Methodist 

movement guide us in addressing this challenge and the other challenges of 
today? They start by showing us that we shouldn’t expect people to come to 

us, rather we are called to bring the church to them. 



What experience(s) have you had where the Holy Spirit has been 
active in your life? Where do you see the Holy Spirit active in the life 
of your church?

How have you experienced the Holy Spirit as a tempest or a mighty 
wind redirecting Your life and redirecting the life of your church?

What does it mean to say that Christ is at the center of your life? 
What parts of your life are you tempted to withhold from His 
leadership?

Where is an allegiance to Christ challenged in the life of your church 
today? Where does He stand above, beyond and even against your 
own preferences, comforts, designs, hopes and dreams? What does 
it mean to say that Jesus Christ is the head of your church?
(Colossians 1:18)

Discussion Questions
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